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A P P O I N T M E N T S
PETER STIFF
Dr Peter Stiff was appointed Dean of Staff at the start of the Michaelmas Term
2011. As Dean of Staff, his main responsibility is the welfare of all staff, both
teaching and support. Peter joined the Sherborne community as a teacher of
Geography after a number of years at Stowe and then Haberdashers’ Aske’s,
where he was among other roles a tutor, Housemaster, Head of PSHE and a
Principal Examiner for OCR. He has published a number of Geography ‘A’ Level
text books. He is married to Alison and has two children.

DAVID SMITH
Dr David Smith moved to Sherborne in September 2011 as Deputy Head
Academic following Simon Henderson’s appointment as Headmaster at
Bradfield. Following graduation from St David’s University College, Lampeter,
David went to Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, as a post graduate
student studying for a MPhil Degree and completing a PGCE. His first post was
at The Leys, Cambridge, before moving to Sevenoaks in Kent where he was IB
History Co-ordinator, Head of History and for eight years was resident in the
Sixth Form Boys International House. Whilst at Sevenoaks David completed his
PhD degree at the University of London on British Political History, working with
Professor Peter Hennessy and Professor John Ramsden. Most recently he was
Head of History at Stowe for four years. He is married to Ann and they have four
children, the eldest of whom, Edward, has started in the Third Form at
Sherborne in The Green.

L E A V E R S
PETER SUCH (1980 - 2011)
As Head of Modern Languages Peter led the department for over 20 years
completing 68 terms in role before stepping down to become Director of IB in
September 2006. He spent a number of years taking boys to León in Spain and
for many years was also an inspirational coach to the Junior Colts B cricket team.
He retires to Spain with his wife, Sylvia.

PAUL MILES (2007 - 2011)
Paul arrived at Sherborne from Dulwich in September 2007 as Director of Sport.
It was immediately obvious that a quest for excellence in all sports from Rugby
to Judo, from Cricket to Cycling was underway. Paul had the happy ability to
generate huge enthusiasm into both boys and coaching staff and Sherborne
sport took a leap forward under his directorship.

SIMON HENDERSON (APRIL 2009 - 2011)
Simon joined as Deputy Head (Academic) from Eton and taught Government
and Politics to the Sixth Form. He set up a new scoring system for the School
incorporating traffic light reports and revolutionised the way in which boys are
appraised, including setting meaningful and ambitious targets for GCSE. He
goes to Bradfield as Headmaster.

CLARE PEMBERTON (2006 - 2011)
Clare arrived at Sherborne fresh from the world of microbiology research to take
up a post as a Graduate Assistant Teacher of Biology becoming a permanent
key member of the Department in September 2007. She was in charge of
athletics, coached hockey and made a huge contribution to both DocSoc and
the Careers Department. She takes up post at Oundle.

WILLIAM DUGGAN – HEAD OF CLASSICS (2006 - 2011)
William joined as Head of Classics and also taught Latin at the Gryphon. He was
in charge of the Oxbridge preparation scheme and has laid down firm
foundations to spot and nurture gifted and talented boys. He ran reading
parties for the 5th form when he delighted and teased them in equal measure,
ultimately expanding their intellectual horizons. He leaves Sherborne to go to
Wellington School.

JOHN OLD (1998 - 2011)
After 13 years at Sherborne, John Old retired as Head Groundsman in the
summer. As well as working year round for the School, he has been a great
supporter of Pilgrims cricket during his time at Sherborne.

MIKE BAZLEY AND DAVE AMBRIDGE
The list of ‘little’ jobs that our two technicians have willingly performed over the
years is seemingly endless but for both their working careers at Sherborne came
to an end in the Summer Term 2011. They are much missed by all who use the
Design and Technology Department. �
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T
his edition of the Record has some
wonderful coverage of the Lyon
House Centenary Dinner which was

held in a marquee on The Upper on Friday
20th May 2011. The climax of the dinner for
many was the sharing of the Loving Cup
which has been a feature of Lyon House
Dinners dating back to 1918 when the house
was presented with the Cup to honour their
old boys, especially those who lost their lives
in the Great War. Legend holds that the
tradition of holding the Cup in both hands,
and then – after drinking – passing it to the
left (away from the right or dagger hand)
while the guest who has just drunk remains
standing as ‘guard’, dates from the murder
of Edward the Martyr in Corfe in AD 978. He
was reputedly stabbed to death while
drinking.

Of course eating and drinking was not the
only business of the evening. This was a
time, above all, for remembering our days in
the House and in the School. On behalf of
the OSS, I paid tribute not just to Lyon
House housemasters but – more generally –
to all Sherborne housemasters who really
were ‘in loco parentis.’ In my day, boys
seldom saw their parents during term-time.
Now, arguably, they may see too much of
them!

I am an old Lyon House boy myself. I arrived
at Lyon House in the Spring Term 1954, my
housemaster being Hughie Holmes. The oft
presumed founding, though in actual fact
the second, housemaster, A H Trelawny-
Ross, was still a regular visitor to the house
and I remember meeting him and reading
his book Their Prime of Life while I was at the
School. The author, poignantly, prints brief
biographies of Lyon House boys who lost
their lives in World War II. The title of the
book is perfectly apt.

The evening was also a moment for paying
tribute to housemasters’ wives. We were
lucky to have a full quota not only of still-
extant Lyon House housemasters past and
present but also their wives. It meant a lot to
me to see Daphne Holmes in such splendid
form.

Many of those who attended the Lyon
Dinner (I think the figure was an astonishing
494) stayed on for the most enjoyable Old
Shirburnian Day the next day. As always, the
day began with a service of Thanksgiving in
the School Chapel, followed by an excellent
lunch, and ended with the AGM of the OS
Society.

As your President, I was delighted to be
invited by the Headmaster, Chris Davis, to
attend the ‘Commem’ celebrations and the
Governors’ lunch on 2nd July, along with
Hugh Archer, the OSS Chairman. These
links, formal or informal, between the OSS
and the ‘governance’ of the School are
surely worth maintaining and even
strengthening, though of course the OSS is
already splendidly represented on the Board
of Governors by Major-General Patrick
Cordingley (c 63), Roger Fidgen (a 64),
Michael French (a 65), Robin Leach (b 73)
and Guy Hudson (m 80).

For me personally, this has been an eventful
year. To celebrate reaching my 70th birthday,
I decided to climb Mt Kilimanjaro, at 19,341
feet, the highest mountain in Africa. My aim
was to raise at least £1 for every foot I
climbed for the Gorilla Organization, a body
which aims to help conserve mountain
gorillas and whose Chairman I am. I know
that there are boys at the School today who
would knock off Kilimanjaro before
breakfast, but still I was pleased that all went
well. I reached the summit in good order
(see attached photo!) and the Gorilla
Organization has so far banked around
£25,000.

In Rwanda, Uganda and the Eastern Congo
(where the mountain gorillas are) that kind of
money goes a long way. It occurred to me
too late that I could also have carried the
School flag to the summit to raise funds for
the Sherborne Foundation. Next year,
maybe. Any volunteers?

This edition of the Record also contains an
article on Alan Turing as the School will be
celebrating the one-hundredth anniversary
of his birth next year. The more I think about
it, the more I am convinced that Alan Turing
– both as the man who ‘invented the
computer’ and as a key Bletchley code-
breaker - was probably one of the most
influential Shirburnians ever to have
attended the School even though, sad to
say, he does not seem to have been much
appreciated at Sherborne during his school
days. Next year’s anniversary will provide an
excellent opportunity to honour his
memory. �

STANLEY JOHNSON (g 58)
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C H A I R M A N ’ S
R E P O R T

Amajor aim of the Old Shirburnian
Society over the past few years
has been to work with the School

in raising awareness of what Sherborne
has to offer both its current pupils and
old boys. The success we have had in
attracting ever-increasing numbers to
events and raising the OSS profile is
testament to the School engendering,
over the years, a feeling of kinship and a
sense of belonging to something
important. Whether you are a seasoned
OS currently helping a recent leaver find
a job (yes, there is such a programme), or
simply arranging an informal get-
together with fellow alumni, thank you for
perpetuating the continued esprit de
corps of being a Shirburnian.

If individual OS are the lifeblood of the
Society then the beating heart is the OS
office itself. John Harden, whose
enthusiasm knows no limits, and ably
supported by Janet Dean and Joanna
Farrow, works tirelessly to make sure all
OSS business runs smoothly. Their hard
work throughout the year enables
participating OS to enjoy the Sherborne
experience long after leaving the School.
On a personal note I would strongly
encourage any OS who have an idea for
an event to get in touch and the OSS
office will help in making it a reality.

I would also like to thank those members
of the committee who continue to shape
direction and look after our affairs, giving
freely of their time and ideas. Special
thanks go to Robin Brown who controls
our finances as Treasurer and assists OS
when bursaries are needed; and to
Stanley Johnson, our President, who
continues to support us in his own unique
delivery. And lastly I would like to thank
Hugh Archer who, after serving for 13
years as Chairman, stood down earlier
this year. Hugh is one of those self-
effacing Old Shirburnians whose steady
hand on the tiller will be greatly missed.
He possess an uncanny ability to
navigate the right course through
potentially difficult situations without
causing upset or trauma - a vital role for
an effective Chairman. The legacy he has
left us is a trusted, much loved, relevant
Society which has an excellent working
relationship with the Headmaster, the
staff, the boys, the governors and the
trustees. Thank you.

In summary the OS Society continues to
be in excellent health. When so much
news is doom and gloom, the successes
of Old Shirburnians stand out but, rather
than keeping quiet about it, we should
celebrate. So please raise your glasses,
coffee cups or early morning mugs of tea
to the OS Society, a vibrant and growing
Society. �

STEPHEN REES-WILLIAMS (h 81)

in the past year will testify that it is great
fun.

We are very aware that life is no longer easy
for graduates and no guarantees of
employment reward a hard-earned degree.
We are therefore in the early stages of
organising a ‘graduates’ day for those
currently at university, or a year on from
graduation, when experts in various fields
will be available to offer CV and career
advice. I am also hoping to get round as
many universities as possible to meet our
youngest OS and buy them a drink or two.

I am currently sitting in my office in the first
week of December surrounded by packing
cases which are awaiting transportation up
to our new offices in Abbot’s Acre, which
have been strikingly refitted by Richard
Fowke’s superb Estates Department team.
From time to time a cheerful face comes
round the door to carry away yet another
case. It makes me reflect on how lucky we
are to always have so much help at hand.
All OS parties in Sherborne are organised
with quiet efficiency by Lucy Earls-Davis
and Jan Harris at the Sherborne School
Trading Company, and Adrian Williams and
his wonderful catering team are lynchpins
behind the success of OS Events in
Sherborne. Bev Hallett, Peter Brindley and
their team of porters continue to look after
us so well throughout the year. A typical
example of the home team’s brio was
demonstrated in May when, during a 24
hour period, they enabled over 1,200
guests to pass through the marquee on The
Upper to enjoy the Lyon House Centenary
on Friday evening, OS Day Lunch on
Saturday followed by the Flying Colours
Charity Event that evening. What a feat! On
behalf of the entire Society, we extend our
grateful thanks to all of them.

We are also indebted to Adrian Ballard and
Stephanie Sanchez of the Sherborne
Foundation who are always on hand to help
whenever necessary. The Governors and
the School continue to give us the support
that is vital to any successful alumni society.
And on a personal note, I would have sunk
without a trace long ago if I did not have
Janet Dean and Joanna Farrow on hand.

May I end by reinforcing our new Chairman,
Stephen Rees-Williams’, vote of thanks to
Hugh Archer (c & m 65). Hugh has served
the OSS in various guises over a period of
over 30 years and has played a major role in
guiding the OSS through some choppy
waters into the thriving Society of today.

From all of us at the OSS, I wish you all a
prosperous and happy 2012. �

JOHN HARDEN (g 70)

S E C R E T A R Y ’ S
L E T T E R

I have had the pleasure of meeting many
hundreds of OS during the course of
2011. Many were familiar faces and it

was a pleasure to see them again, but I also
enjoyed meeting those who were attending
an event for the first time or revisiting
Sherborne after a gap of many years.
Events have ranged from the huge Lyon
House Centenary when over 500 guests sat
down to dinner, to two OS meeting in the
Rooftop Bar of the Continental Hotel in
Luanda, Angola. Thank you to all of you
who attended any OS function during 2011.

I believe that 2012 will become a record
year for OS reunions. Already the calendar
(see page 26) has a busy look about it and I
am sure that further events will be added in
due course. OS Day will be a special
occasion when all those who left Sherborne
prior to 1960 will be invited back as guests
of the School. If your year group reunion is
featured on the calendar, please try and
come along – I am sure that anyone who
attended the 2006, 2001 and 1981 reunions
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Most companies these days have
what is often called a ‘mission
statement’ that defines their

purpose and their values – if you like, what
gives them meaning and sets them apart
from their competitors.

Schools, of course, are very different from
commercial institutions, as non-profit making
charities with the aim of educating the next
generation. And what they are striving to do,
developing the human brain (and body) in all
its myriad of individual variations, is far more
complex, far more difficult and far more
delicate than anything a company could
dream of doing.

Sometimes schools have a motto that sums
up their most cherished values. I am not
aware of a whole-school Sherborne motto,
although a number of Houses have their own
motto. The closest I have found so far – ‘Nisi
Dominus Frustra’ - is to be found over the
arch of the tower as you leave the Courts.

More recently, many schools have begun to
construct a set of core aims and values that
give a purpose and direction to what they do
and that define what they believe is
important. Just as we, as individuals,
construct a meaning and purpose for our
lives, so any institution, whether it be a
company, school or government
department, needs to be clear about its own
meaning and purpose.

We have been going through just that
process recently. In doing so, we have
attempted to articulate the values that have
lain unchanged at the heart of what
Sherborne has traditionally stood for through
the centuries, while at the same time laying
out a vision of what Sherborne is striving to
achieve and to stand for in the future.

It is a vision that has been discussed by the
Governors and presented to the boys, the
staff, parents and Foundation Trustees. It
can be found at the beginning of the Blue
Book from next term and will I hope
gradually permeate the language that we
use when talking about Sherborne and
Shirburnians and so sink into the fabric of the
School. It will act as a guide and focus for all
that we do and for the decisions that we
make.

THE SHERBORNE COMMUNITY IS A FULL
BOYS’ BOARDING SCHOOL COMMITTED
TO PROVIDING AN EDUCATION, BASED
ON CHRISTIAN VALUES, THAT
ENRICHES BOYS’ LIVES, DEVELOPS THEIR
CHARACTER, CONFIDENCE AND
CAPACITY TO LEARN, AND PREPARES
THEM FOR THE COMPLEX CHALLENGES
AND OPPORTUNITIES OF MODERN ADULT
LIFE IN AN EVER CHANGING WORLD. WE
WANT OUR BOYS TO BECOME MEN OF
DISTINCTION, WITH A STRONG SENSE OF
IDENTITY, INTEGRITY AND PURPOSE
BUILT ON THE VALUES OF LEADERSHIP
AND SERVICE.

THIS INVOLVES A COMMITMENT TO:
• PROMOTING BOYS’ INTELLECTUAL
GROWTH AND CONFIDENCE BY
CULTIVATING THE HABITS OF
MIND ESSENTIAL FOR LIFELONG
INDEPENDENT LEARNING AND
THINKING.

• PROVIDING A PASTORAL EDUCATION
THAT NURTURES PHYSICAL AND
SPIRITUAL HEALTH, EMOTIONAL,
MORAL AND SOCIAL MATURITY AND
AN APPRECIATION OF RELATIONSHIPS
AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE WIDER
WORLD.

• FOSTERING RESPECT FOR THE NEEDS OF
OTHERS, FOR THE IMPORTANCE OF CO-
OPERATION AND COLLABORATION,
AND FOR THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF
LIVING IN ANY COMMUNITY.

• ENCOURAGING SELF-CONFIDENCE,
SELF-RELIANCE AND RESOURCE-
FULNESS, INTEGRITY AND PERSONAL
RESPONSIBILITY, RESILIENCE AND
PERSEVERANCE, REFLECTION AND
SELF-AWARENESS, OPEN-MINDEDNESS
AND EMPATHY, LEADERSHIP AND
SERVICE, AMBITION AND THE QUEST
FOR MEANING AND PURPOSE.

• CHALLENGING AND ENABLING ALL
BOYS TO DEVELOP INTERESTS,
PASSIONS, SKILLS AND PERSONAL
QUALITIES THAT WILL LAST A
LIFETIME, THROUGH A CO-
CURRICULAR PROGRAMME THAT
EXTENDS THE BOYS’ LEARNING IN THE
CLASSROOM AND THAT PROVIDES
FURTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO EXCEL.

I would like to pick out a few phrases that I
think are particularly important, starting with
‘The Sherborne community’. There was a
school right next to the Abbey and its
Benedictine monastery a long time before
Edward VI’s Refoundation in 1550, and
Sherborne’s ethos is inevitably partly shaped
by that Benedictine tradition and its strong
sense of community. Sherborne School is not
described first as a school and then as a
community – it is quite deliberately
described first as a community and then as a
school. It is a community that embraces the
boys, the teaching and non-teaching staff,
the Governors, the parental body, and the
old boys. And so in many ways the bullet
points above relate to all members of
Sherborne’s community, not just the boys.

F R O M T H E H E A D M A S T E R
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But what does ‘community’ really mean? We take it to mean three
things, each of which the Chaplain elaborated on in her opening talk
at the Quiet Evening that marks the beginning of each academic year.
They are: a sense of belonging – a community is somewhere where
everyone feels that they truly belong, a feeling that is sadly more and
more rare in today’s society; a readiness to listen – a place where every
member of the community is ready and willing to listen to each other,
equally rare nowadays where the tendency is perhaps more to be
heard than to listen; and dynamism – a community is always changing
and embracing change. It is never still, but always evolving.

‘Based on Christian values’. I often find myself visiting other schools’
websites to see how they present what they stand for. Very few of the
schools that we would consider as similar to ourselves are explicit in
stating that their ethos is based on Christian values. I am not sure why.
This is not an exclusive statement. Sherborne welcomes those from
all faiths to join its community and respects them and their faiths. But
Christian values are inescapable at Sherborne. You just have to think
of the iconic image of the School, and it involves the magnificent and
dominating presence of the Abbey in whose warming shadow the
School nestles.

‘Develops boys’ character and capacity to learn’. These two things
seem to me to sum up the essentials of any education. Nowadays, the
quality of an education is in danger of being measured simply in terms
of exam results. A focus on academic achievement and learning must
be a central feature of what we do here. But education in the fullest
sense of the word is all about developing character and all the
qualities that that entails, such as self-confidence, integrity, resilience,
open-mindedness, empathy, reflectiveness: all the qualities set out in
the bullet points. They are all there. With these qualities, exam
performance will inexorably follow. To force exam performance
without those qualities is to ‘hothouse’.

Developing character is closely linked to the second, central aim of
education, and in particular a Sherborne education: enhancing our
capacity (and willingness) to learn. Thus when today’s Old
Shirburnians go out into a world that is more complex, more uncertain
and more fast-changing than many of us can perhaps imagine, they
are not afraid of the opportunities and challenges that change brings,
but are able to make the most of them – indeed, to embrace them
confidently and to see them as yet another exciting chance to grow as
a human being. The boys who leave us now in the Upper Sixth might
expect to retrain three, maybe four times during their working lives,
and they need to be ready to adapt to the many different roles and
careers that they are likely to experience. So while not downplaying
the vital importance of knowledge in any way, we need to develop
their capacity to learn too.

Of course, it is all very well saying that we want to develop our boys’
capacity to learn. But how does one actually do it? The key lies in
focussing on establishing habits of mind. And whereas many will talk
about skills, we like to talk about habits because there is a crucial
difference. I always thought that I knew the difference between skills
and habits until it was explained to me this way: imagine asking a
theatre full of boys whether or not they can read. All of them (you
would hope!) would put their hands up. That is the skill. Now ask
them how often they read, and you are asking them about a habit. I
suspect there would be fewer arms going up. We believe in
developing habits of mind because skills on their own can all too
easily be gained and then forgotten or ignored. And by focussing on
habits of mind rather than just skills (habits of, for instance,
perseverance, reflection, resourcefulness, a readiness to listen, rigour),
we are helping to develop the intellectual growth and self-confidence
that leads to true independent learning and breaks the crippling
dependency on the teacher as the only source of knowledge and the
primary constructor of meaning. We want Shirburnians to leave
constructing their own: to be truly independent.

And it is important not to forget the third great aim of education: to
prepare the next generation for their life in society, and for the

benefits and responsibilities that this brings. Two of those
responsibilities are accounted for by the final qualities mentioned in
the opening preamble: those of ‘leadership and service’. For some
reason, leadership has become a concept that schools have sadly
grown a little nervous of explicitly referring to in their literature. I
wonder if it is because there are fears that it has overtones of elitism.
If so, I think those fears are unfounded. Leadership does not just apply
to those who are going to be CEO of a large PLC, or at the top of any
institutional or other tree. Leadership can be found at all levels, in
every aspect of our existence, be it in the family, in a friendship group,
in a House, in a platoon, an office, a ship... And, of course, in many
ways leadership and service are not very different. In a fundamentally
important sense, leadership is service. One of Sherborne’s great and
proud traditions, as summed up by the Lyon House motto, is a
willingness to serve others. Leadership and service are two very
important paths to constructing a happy and meaningful life.

The concepts of leadership and service also embrace our
commitment to fostering a respect for the needs of others. It is
essential that our boys learn to develop that respect for themselves
and for those around them. That, it seems to me, is the mark of a truly
civilised existence.

Perhaps this is all best summed up by the phrase that leaps out most
vigorously from this preamble: that we want Shirburnians to become
‘men of distinction’. It is a phrase that can be interpreted in any way
you like. We can all be men of distinction in a whole variety of ways,
from running that PLC, to setting up our own company, to writing a
novel, to being one of the few stained glass window artists in the
country, to standing up for what we believe in a discussion, to visiting
the old lady down the road whose husband has just died and whom
nobody seems to care about. These are all ways of being a man of
distinction, which should, in turn, be the distinctive mark of a
Shirburnian education. Shirburnians have been, are and must continue
to be ‘distinctive’.

Finally, I would like to focus on the last bullet point. Those that go
before intertwine our pastoral and academic aims. This, however,
primarily refers to the value of Sherborne’s rich and varied co-
curricular provision and the further opportunities that it offers boys to
learn and to experience the satisfaction of excelling. It is no
coincidence that the last word of the last bullet point is ‘excel’. I firmly
believe that learning does not occur only in the classroom. It takes
place everywhere and we must encourage it to do so. Perseverance,
for example, is an essential personal quality for academic success. But
the rewards of perseverance are also learnt on the sports pitch, and in
music, art, drama, DT and in the House. In the UK we tend to split
everything up into Academic, Pastoral and Co-Curricular. I can see
the sense to that in all sorts of ways. But ideally, everything we do
should be wrapped into one long day of learning the myriad of
qualities, habits, strengths and knowledge that goes into educating a
human being and that makes our School such a special place. �

CHRIS DAVIS, HEADMASTER
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T H E S C H O O L Y E A R
I N R E T R O S P E C T

D R A M A

School House chose the tongue-in-
cheek comedy Dick Barton Secret
Agent for their House play in the Lent

term. James Lello directed the play with
commendable skill, managing a large cast
and capturing the pace and humour of the
famous 1940s radio show. Memorably, the
play began with Dick (Christian Anstee)
suspended upside down above an open
trap door, and from this auspicious start he
faced up to his arch enemies, Baron
Scarheart (the leather-clad Toby Cairns) and
Marta Heartburn (a bearded and sultry Vitaly
Gan), in this romping tale of mystery and
adventure.

In the same term Giles and Emma Robinson
co-directed the Junior School production of
Giles Cooper’s Unman, Wittering and Zigo,
a thriller set in a boys boarding school where
a form teacher has been inexplicably killed
in a tragic accident. Peter Harrison (d) led
the large cast as John Ebony, the vulnerable
new teacher, who discovers the chilling truth
and finds himself at the mercy of his ruthless
and cold-blooded pupils. Lucia Pattie
(Sherborne Girls’) gave a strong
performance as his long-suffering wife, and
Harry Jones (g) was effective as the eccentric
art master, Cary Farthingale. Ed Polsue (b)
managed to create some of the most

memorable and humorous moments of the
play as the pub landlord in a largely non-
speaking role, whilst the ensemble
classroom scenes were choreographed to
great effect; Max Stone (e) impressed as
Cuthbun, the corrupt leader of the class.

James Winter’s production of Brian Friel’s
Translations for Lyon House saw the Powell
Theatre transformed into a hedge-school
in County Donegal, complete with
atmospheric, sweet-smelling hay bales. The
play explores the effect on a community
when a detachment of Royal Engineers, led
by an endearing Nick Toomey as Lieutenant
Yolland, arrive in Baile Beag to create an
English Ordnance Survey map of the region.
Lucie Spurr (Sherborne Girls’) captured the
role of Maire beautifully, and the scene
between her and Yolland sensitively
portrayed how the awkwardness of their first
stirrings of love still overcomes the barriers
of language and class. Also of significant
note was Patrick Morton’s performance as
Sarah, a local girl struggling with a speech
impediment. His quiet presence and
delicate portrayal provided some of the
play’s most poignant moments.

The Michaelmas term concluded in a very
different manner as the Big School Room

rocked to the music of Grease. A large,
enthusiastic cast involving girls from
Sherborne Girls’ and Leweston sang out
familiar songs and universally impressed
with vibrant, colourful dance routines that
left the audience nostalgic for the heady
days of teenage romance. Simon Fraser (e)
(Danny) and Emily Patrick (Sandy) led the
preening ‘T-Birds’ and the strutting ‘Pink
Ladies’. Other notable performances came
from Cosimo Malizia (e) as Roger, ‘King of
the Mooners’; Matthew Newman (b) as the
ageing, womanising radio star, Vince
Fontaine, and Peter Harrison (d) as the
twinkling, smooth-voiced ‘Teen Angel’. A
highlight of the show was Toby Cairns’ (a)
rendition of ‘Those Magic Changes’ as
Doody, but this was dramatically altered on
the Friday night performance when a horrific
accident led to Toby dislocating his knee on
stage. After a substantial pause whilst he
was treated by paramedics, the cast
regrouped and pulled together with Edward
Fricker (e) and Cosimo Malizia stepping in to
cover Toby’s role. The cast conjured an
electric performance that was received
by an enthusiastic and supportive
audience, culminating in a rapturous
standing ovation. �

EMMA ROBINSON
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M U S I C

The first year in the new building has
been an extremely successful one.
There is and has been a tremendous

atmosphere about music at Sherborne, with
much optimism and a keen eye to further
development in the future. It is clear that
boys are very much enjoying their music-
making, and indeed are proud of it, in the
wonderful ambience of the Music School.
Large numbers of boys, when time permits,
are to be found practising individually, or
very often in ad hoc groups, right up to the
building’s closing at 10 pm. This is a new
experience and has further improved the
quality of instrumental playing. At other
times the building has become something
of a social gathering spot for the boys –
particularly before and after meal times -
with music staff taking the opportunity to
turn some of the socialising time into further
practice opportunities!

Numbers involved with instrumental and
vocal ensembles have increased quite
dramatically and in the major part this seems
to have been as a consequence of the new
environment and the pleasant experience
which just being in it evokes. Few choirs
rehearse in such a fine performance space as
the Tindall Hall, then perform twice a week
in the magnificent Abbey. Currently there
are 103 boys in the Choir, 39 in the Concert
Orchestra, 87 in the Wind Band and there
are now several new chamber ensembles
and Unplugged/Jazz groups run by the boys
in addition to the proliferation of wind and
brass ensembles, a close harmony group
and a chamber choir.

In addition to the weekly lunchtime recitals,
there were 42 other events which included
two master classes over a weekend in the
Tindall Recital Hall, a Prep Schools’ Choral
Day for 450 and a Strings Festival for 130,
three internal competitions with external
adjudicators, a three day residency and
masterclass by the Sacconi Quartet, the
Sherborne Abbey Festival involving three
pupil concerts, several jazz events inside and
outside the School, three RocSoc concerts
and two Unplugged events, a Wind Band
concert in the Welsh Millennium Centre and
a Symphony Orchestra concert in the
Sheldonian Theatre in Oxford. A very
successful week’s tour of Venice by the [all
boys] Concert Orchestra took place at the
end of the school year and there are plans
for a huge-scale tour to Rome in 2013 for the
Choir, the Concert Orchestra and the Wind
Band.

A new professional concert series – ‘The
Tindall Recital Series’ – was launched in
January 2011 with five recitals, three of which
had a strong Sherborne link: Old
Shirburnians David Bednall (a 97) (organ)
and Gordon Curtis (f 06) (clarinet) gave
recitals, and Jenny Coultas (Assistant
Director of Music and Head of Keyboard
Studies until July) accompanied 2009 Choral
Scholar Christopher Potts (clarinet). Three
chamber ensembles reached the national
semi-final of the Pro Corda Chamber Music
Competition.

The Swing Band continues to be regarded
as the flagship group, both by the boys and

further afield. On one of its three Prep
School visits it received a standing ovation at
Sandroyd. Its latest CD ‘Feeling Good’, the
first to be recorded in the superb new
recording studio and featuring as vocalist
the then Head of School Simon Davies (m) in
various Frank Sinatra numbers, sold
particularly well at the Salcombe Jazz
Festival (in which ‘fringe’ the band played to
800 people on the May Bank Holiday
weekend).

The gap 2010/11 Choral and Organ
Scholarship scheme saw the best recruits so
far. These four students have become a vital
part of the Abbey, the School and the Prep
School. The requirement to move musical
furniture around the Hospital Lane area has
diminished since the advent of the new
building, but their time is more usefully
spent now in inspiring boys to practise, in
assisting with many different duties, and in
helping improve the sight-reading of vocal
groups – now in much better health than a
few years ago.

Jenny Coultas semi-retired in July after
some twenty-two years service. Her skills as
an accompanist are second to none and the
boys will miss her care and attention to
performances in the weekly lunchtime
recitals in Cheap Street Church. Fortunately
some twenty boys have continued to benefit
from Jenny’s piano teaching as she
continues at Sherborne as a part-time
visiting piano teacher. �

JAMES HENDERSON (m 84)
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Woodwind Competition
Overall Winner Toby Christey-Clover (b)
Junior Class Oliver Coombe-Tennant (e) (bassoon)
Intermediate Anthony Pollen (m) (clarinet)
Advanced Toby Christey-Clover (clarinet)

Brass Competition
Overall Winner Jack Lewis (c)
Junior Class Robert Ham (e) (trumpet)
Senior Class Jack Lewis (c) (trombone)

Halliday Music Cup
Overall Winner Ben Craw (d)
Junior Piano Peter Harrison (d)
Senior Piano Ben Craw
Organ Sandy May (m)
Junior Singing Henry Chadwick (b)
Senior Singing Ben Craw

Patrick Shelley Music Prize
Overall Winner Theo Irvine (e)
Woodwind Jason Choi (a)
Brass Alex Barrie (m)
Strings Alistair Hughes (e)
Piano Theo Irvine
Singing Ben Craw (d)

MUSIC PRIZES
2010/2011
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Inow know what Sir Alex Ferguson must
feel like when one key player moves to a
local team and another retires: we faced a

year of re-building. However, I need not have
worried. Kim Dunning, as Coordinator of
Higher Education and Careers, has
undertaken the challenge of her new role
with characteristic cheerfulness, diligence
and efficiency, and she has been very ably
assisted by Amanda Cordwell as Careers
Secretary.

Unfortunately, there were other star
performers who moved on at the end of the
year: William Duggan who had transformed
our approach to Oxford and Cambridge
entrance and, as the ‘grey eminence’ behind
the boy-led Turing Society, ensured the
emergence of an important cross-curricular
Sixth Form seminar forum; and Clare
Pemberton who had devoted scrupulous
care to our embryonic doctors and vets. I am
grateful to Patrick Francis for offering to
oversee Oxbridge applications; and Clare’s
role has had to be divided, with Mark
Edwards, a new colleague in the Biology
department, overseeing DocSoc and BMAT
preparation, while more general advice in
the Careers department has benefited from
the arrival of both John Crouch and Patrick
Haigh.

In a period of unprecedented uncertainty in
HE and employment sectors, we have tried
to keep abreast of developments through
our various contacts. Our two annual OS
surveys (7 years and 3 years after leaving the
U6) have proved invaluable. A series of
particularly interesting insights came from
Andrew Williams (d 06), who took a First in
Physics at Cambridge and a Master’s at
Stanford. He had pertinent advice for
current Shirburnians: ‘Sherborne’s great
success and indeed its failure is that it
produces modest, well-rounded people. This
thoroughly equips them for a happy, well
adjusted life, but Cambridge and employers
want extremely driven and focused people.’ I

would qualify this by saying ‘some
employers’, but I will not quibble with his
further comment: ‘My number one tip is to
utilise the career resources at Sherborne fully
and to start using them early. They are better
qualified and willing to help than the career
services at Cambridge.’ Thanks, Andrew!
Some fascinating impressions of university
life at Durham came from James Cochrane-
Dyet (b 08): his account is a prime example of
how to make full use of the academic and
extra-curricular opportunities on offer, from
gaining a research grant for a dissertation on
the Middle East to directing the college
freshers’ play. Such letters are wonderful
resources to have available for the boys: OS
have so much more impact than resident
advisers!

The increase in university tuition fees is
having its effect in Sherborne. 70% of the
2010-11 U6 applicants opted not to take a
‘gap year’ and thus avoid the fee increase: a
very different picture from recent years. A
small minority of boys are looking at other
options, including HE overseas and direct
entry into employment. We have had to try
to improve our awareness of international
options by attending conferences and
restructuring responsibilities within the
department. In September we hosted the
first presentation in the South West of
England by Duke, Georgetown, Stanford and
University of Pennsylvania.

Regular events this year included: the L6
Careers Convention in March, with 53
delegates representing a wide variety of
career areas; the L6 HE Forum in April, with
22 OS representing a similar number of
universities; and the City Visit. We are very
grateful to all OS who supported these and
other events and it was great to meet some
of you at OS Day in the summer.

A major part of our work is keeping boys,
parents and colleagues up to date with
developments within the university sector.

Our boys can match the best: James Lello (a)
gained a place at Cambridge for English and
scored full marks in all three subjects in the
more difficult A2 modules at A Level. It was
heartening to see several offers achieved at
LSE this year, but application to Edinburgh
and UCL seems to be getting tougher each
year. Bristol and Durham remain among the
hardest universities for even the most able to
secure offers, but a high percentage of
Shirburnians got offers from other research-
intensive universities (of the Russell and 1994
Groups). However, AAB has now become
the minimum offer for most of their courses.
Some of the more popular ex-polytechnics
are now requiring As and Bs for many
courses, but IB students can pick up good
offers at these.

Shirburnians were successful in gaining entry
on very competitive programmes run by
major financial services companies. One
secured offers on the programmes
sponsored by Ernst and Young at Lancaster
and by PwC at Newcastle, while another
gained a place on KPMG’s School Leavers’
Programme, which includes a degree at
Durham.

I am concerned about ‘peer group drift’
especially as Newcastle (17) and Cardiff (10)
were put ‘first choice’ in May by an
unreasonable number of boys. However,
there are signs of some applicants applying
in a more open-minded way, for example to
Aberystwyth, Exeter’s Cornwall Campus,
Portsmouth and Queen’s Belfast.

It will be interesting to see how far the new
fee structures lead to an increase in our
international aspirations: one boy succeeded
with Veterinary Science in Australia, after not
getting a UK place; and we now have a
second OS at Trinity College, Dublin. Like
any good football team, we have to be
ready to adapt quickly to changing
circumstances. �

PHILIP ROGERSON

C A R E E R S
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THE
CHAPLAINCY

There has been much excitement
in the Chaplaincy over the
course of the past year. We were

delighted to welcome Andrew Gillott
as part of the team and Head of
Theology. His addresses in Abbey and
Junior Chapel are enjoyed by the boys
and he has been a real asset in
Chaplaincy events this year.

The Chaplaincy has continued to find
ways of encourging boys to question
their place in the world and to develop
their spirituality in a range of different
ways. This year over fifty boys have
signed up for Confirmation into the
Church of England and for the first
time we will be sharing our
Confirmation Service with some of the
Anglican Leweston girls. This helps to
illustrate the Chaplaincy vision of
developing relationships in the local
community and beyond.

This term we have invited a range of
speakers into our Sunday services and
have benefitted from hearing a variety
of addresses on a number of different
topics. The music in the Abbey
continues to inspire our worship and
Jamie Henderson’s choir of over one
hundred boys is appreciated for all the
hard work they put in every week.

It has been a joy for the Chaplaincy to
be included as part of the pastoral
team of the School, and this is yet
another sign of the importance that is
placed on the Christian belief that
every boy is a gift from God, and
unique and valuable as such, which
underpins all we do here. It is an
enormous privilege to serve in a school
where God is at the centre of what we
do and where Christian values are not
only taught but daily encouraged.

The twenty new Chapel wardens from
the U6th have continued to support
the Chaplaincy in both public and
private ways. Without their
commitment, enthusiasm and practical
help the Chaplaincy would not be able
to put on the broad and varied
programme of services and events
that it does. They are all
tremendous examples of the very best
Shirburnians. �

REV’D LINDSAY COLLINS

S H E R B O R N E F O U N D A T I O N

In 2011 the Foundation saw the first fruits of its new Annual Fund projects coming through
in the School with, not only the arrival of our first two Foundation Fellows, but also reaching
a milestone with over 50 boys having benefited from the Travel and Tour Bursary

programme. This project is well supported by OS and has allowed boys who are on bursaries
or scholarships to take part in a range of academic, musical and sports tours which they
otherwise would not have been able to afford.

The Foundation Fellows from Princeton,
Praise Oh and Thomas Maltbaek, have given
a wider perspective to our teaching at
Sherborne and an insight into both
American education and culture, enabling
the boys to gain from the Fellows’ academic
strengths.

The Annual Fund is a cornerstone of the
work of the Foundation and last year
reached its target of £135,000 which allowed
us to support academic enrichment projects
in line with the Headmaster’s core values for
the School, as well as the Bursary
Programme, Sports Coaching Fund and
Hardship Fund. We hope you are able to
support the Annual Fund this year and
enable us to further develop these
innovative projects.

The success of the Bursary Programme has
allowed us to recruit an able sixth former
who is now receiving a Sherborne education
who would otherwise not have been able to
do so. This programme has been boosted by
the creation of the Harris Scholarship, thanks
to the generosity of an OS who has created
the 25% academic scholarship for a top
scholar to attend Sherborne. The Harris
Scholarship will be awarded to a boy every
fifth year in perpetuity.

We have also launched some new projects in
2011 in line with the Headmaster’s vision and
his wish to help prepare boys for the
complex challenges and opportunities in an
ever-changing world. This has included a
fundraising effort to support an Inspirational
Speaker Programme to bring top speakers
to Sherborne to talk to the whole School on
key academic and world matters. We hope
to have this programme up and running by
February 2012.

In addition, we have been instrumental in
creating an Entrepreneurs Society in the
School and are actively encouraging

successful entrepreneurial OS to come and
talk to the boys about business and build on
the values of leadership and service. We are
also looking to fund a new drama rehearsal
space which will occupy the Old Music
School.

I hope to see as many of you as possible over
the coming year and it remains my ambition,
as in 2011, to gain the views of over 250 OS
and parents on a one-to-one basis on the
School, the Foundation, our projects and
future plans. I hope you will be willing to
spare me an hour of your valuable time when
I get in touch.

It leaves me one final, but most important,
matter and that is to renew my thanks to our
army of volunteers and generous donors
who make our work possible. As the Annual
Fund proves, your participation at whatever
level you can support is the key to our
success. �

ADRIAN BALLARD, HEAD OF FOUNDATION

NEW OSS OFFICE

The OSS Office is to start the New Year
in new office accommodation: we will no
longer be situated in the Custos Lodge
but will occupy the newly refurbished
Abbot’s Acre in Hospital Lane.

Abbot’s Acre was the name originally
given to the Headmaster’s house when it
was constructed in 1951. However, in
1970 the Headmaster moved into
Abbey Grange and Abbot’s Acre
became the ‘new music school’. And
with the opening of the purpose-built
Music School in July 2010, Abbot’s Acre
was again vacated and has lain empty
whilst decisions were made for its future.

Now it is to become the home of the
External Relations Department, of which
the OSS office is a part, along with the
Foundation, Marketing and the Registry.

It is always a great pleasure to welcome
OS and friends to the School, but, as a
result of our move, please be sure to
contact us in advance of your intended
visit in order that we may give you the
necessary directions and also ensure
that there will be someone there to
greet you. All our contact details remain
unchanged.



A R TART It has been a busy and exciting year
in the life of the Art School. The
building itself has seen a refreshing

make-over and is now the perfect
backdrop to showcase the outstanding
work that the boys have produced this
year. The end-of-year show proudly
exhibited an eclectic mix of GCSE, AS
and A2 work. Highlights from this year’s
show included James Lello’s (a) complex
puzzle installation, Gilly Sutcliffe’s (a)
magnificent ‘Sail’, Luke Lambert’s (d)
mysterious and abstract photography,
Will Purcell’s (a) sensitive diptych
paintings based on the translucency of
collage and Ed Russell’s (b) fantastical
structures. The examiner’s comments in
the feedback report were exceptionally
positive and a selection of boys’ work
was retained by the exam board as
examples of excellent practice.

One of the highlights of the year was the
Art trip to Munich. The visit was a
combination of old and new; the boys
visited museums ranging from the
Glyptothek Museum which featured
classic sculpture and ceramics, to the
Brandhorst Museum where more
contemporary artists like Damien Hirst
and Cy Twombley were on show. The
boys, accompanied by Mark O’Connor,
James Winter and Will Mathews, used
these visits as inspiration for their own
coursework projects. In addition to the
steady diet of museums, boys had the
opportunity to explore Munich, taking in
a variety of restaurants and even a trip to
see Bayern Munich play.

This year we were delighted to welcome
two new members of staff to the
department, both of whom are trainee
PGCE teachers. Ben Scott is a graduate
from Surrey University whose specialism
is printmaking, and Claire Beale a Fine
Art graduate from the University of the
West of England. Sharon Daniels was
also appointed as our new full-time
technician. �

RICHARD CUERDEN
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S H E R B O R N E
I N T H E
C O M M U N I T Y is
going through a period of transition. The
trustees last year agreed to change the
name from Sherborne House to better
reflect the range of activities that we can
support and ensure that we are not
associated just with one building. Over the
coming year, we hope to build on this
through fundraising and publicity, with a
view to supporting a variety of
disadvantaged young people in whatever
ways are appropriate.

Nevertheless, the first priority remains the
maintenance and long-term plans for
Sherborne House in Bermondsey. Thanks
partly to the hard work of our newest
committee member, Nick Ware (e 85), this
year we have focused on making sure the
building remains fit for purpose, including
investing in new boilers. We have also had
protracted negotiations with developers to
ensure that Sherborne House does not lose
out from neighbouring building works.

The result of this is that Sherborne House
remains an important and well-functioning
centre for the charity Kids Company, which
supports disadvantaged young people
throughout London. The building is mainly
used for the Urban Academy, which
provides for more than 200 young people
aged 16 and over, who would otherwise not
have access to education. Many of them
have gone on to further education or
employment.

It has been pleasing to see a number of
connections develop between Kids
Company and the schools in Sherborne,
particularly Sherborne Girls, where Jacqui
Baker has been very enthusiastic in
arranging visits and joint activities. We are
delighted that Sherborne in the Community
now works with current and former
members of both schools in our various
activities.

As we develop our plans for the next
decade, Sherborne in the Community is
actively looking for former members of both
schools in Sherborne to become involved in
the work to ensure that we have the
broadest set of skills to cope with the
challenges ahead. If you would like to know
more, please contact us on:
jnurton@euromoneyplc.com �

JAMES NURTON (m 92)
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S C H O O L D E V E L O P M E N T

The extension and refurbishment of Harper House started in the summer of 2011. It is a
major project costing some £1.7million and the logistics of extending and refurbishing
a listed building in which over seventy boys continue to live and study is not to be

underestimated. The project is being carried out in a number of phases. The first phase was
completed for the boys’ return in September and the last phase, the refurbishment of the
existing building, will be completed in the summer of 2012. The scheme will greatly enhance
the boarding provision with smaller dormitories, more single and double rooms and, very
importantly, a Resident Tutor’s flat.

The final phase of the School House refurbishment was completed in the summer of 2011. The
5th Form now enjoy study bedrooms which are probably the most spacious in the School.
Abbey House has also benefited from some internal changes to provide a more welcoming
environment for boys entering the Third Form.

The next House scheduled for some significant work is The Green. Since its redevelopment in
the late 1990’s The Green has been used for the whole of the summer holidays by International
College students and thus the accommodation is maximised to excellent effect. However,
after 10 years of almost continual use it is time for a rest and the opportunity to remodel the
Third Form accommodation in the roof space which is rather cramped by modern standards.

The Sports Centre which celebrated its 35th birthday this year has a new entrance and foyer
following the creation of a mezzanine floor, thanks to the support of the Foundation, which has
increased the space available for gym equipment.

The former Music School, which was originally the Headmaster’s House, will soon provide the
base for the External Relations Department including the Old Shirburnian Society. The
building, which will be known by its original name of Abbot’s Acre, is currently being
refurbished to provide a modern, welcoming office environment including a multi–media
meeting room capable of high quality video conferencing.

With the School’s most recent major new building, the Music School, now a year old, thoughts
have turned to future major development. Several options are being considered in
conjunction with the Foundation and plans will be developed during the next year. �

LUCY ROBINS, BURSAR
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Monawar Hussain
Imam of Eton

Imam Monawar Hussain is the Imam
at Eton College. He read Theology
at the University of Oxford,

majoring in Islam and the West, and
trained as an Imam at the Muslim
College, London. He is also the
founder of The Oxford Foundation
that seeks to support vulnerable,
disaffected and low achieving young
people through innovative
educational programmes. He devised,
pioneered and successfully piloted a
unique educational programme
confronting violent extremist
ideology, aspects of which have been
published and the programme has
also been utilised to train RE teachers
in the UK.

Monawar has served on a number of
advisory boards including the
Department for Communities & Local
Government Review of Muslim Faith
Leader Training; the National
Association of Teachers of Religious
Education and the Religious Education
Council Resilience Advisory Board. He
is committed to interfaith dialogue
between the world's faiths, and in
2010 was invited to Chair and address
a meeting of Ambassadors at St
James's Palace to seek ways of
expanding this work internationally.

Monawar has spoken at many
educational institutes and forums
throughout the UK, and has featured
in a number of television
documentaries about Muslims in
Europe. �

Steven Lawn was in the Digby from
1987 – 1991 and was working in his
office in the World Trade Centre when
the planes struck on 9/11. Previous
speakers have been Major General
Patrick Cordingley, Lord Hurd, Terry
Waite, Camila Batmanghelidjh, Lord
Butler, Sir Jeremy Greenstock,
Richard Watson and Dr Sarah Fane.

The past year has seen the Department busy with unusually large groups moving
through A Level in preparation for a range of creative studies in Higher Education. At
this level the students take the significant step from developing prototypes to their

own brief, to listening to others and building a product for their individual needs. Working
for a client brings a whole raft of additional pressures on a project. We had a superb range
of prototypes ranging from collapsible, portable white boards to flat packed specialised
racks for drying horse blankets. These led the students on to achieve excellent results,
allowing them to access courses in Product, Marine and Aeronautical Design, Engineering
and Architecture.

At GCSE too we saw some highly ambitious
products developed with a definite
renaissance for buggies and go-karts. This
year’s GCSE results were the best we have
yet seen in the Department and we were
delighted that the students’ ambitions were
justly rewarded.

With more students now looking to develop
their ideas using CAD, the Department’s
laser cutter has never been busier.
Sherborne Girls are now looking to invest in
this significant technology and, as part of
their transition, we hosted afternoon
sessions where the girls could come in and
see the potential of this wonderful machine.

Toby Wicks (e) started a trend for using
Google SketchUp to illustrate his creative
ideas for boat design. The impressive
portfolio that he set up secured him an
invitation to gain experience of working
with Sunseeker in Poole. In the lower school
we established a new link with a group of
Yeovil Model Engineers and afternoons
spent at their locomotive test track learning
to drive their model locomotives also
provided them with the opportunity to
discuss the rich and varied careers that
engineering had allowed these retired men
to have. The engineers have wonderful
stories of flying sorties off the Ark Royal
during the Falklands War and building
tunnels through mountains in jungles in far-
flung countries. �

PETER CHILLINGWORTH

D E S I G N &
T E C H N O L O G Y
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After a series of new personal bests in schools matches, both
our Third and Fourth Form teams won their North Dorset
team competitions by a comfortable margin and several

School records were broken: Jack Edmondson (f) smashed the U15
discus record with a throw of 38.05m, Harry Lane (b) broke the U17
1500m steeplechase record three times in one season, and Simon
Davies (m) continued to better the U20 400m hurdles record
throughout the summer.

Representing North Dorset at the Dorset School Championships,
Simon Davies (400m hurdles) and Marcus Appleyard (e) (javelin)
became County Champions in their events, with Simon also setting
a new Championship best performance. Simon, Will Neish (d)
(discus), Tom Hole (b) (800m) and Nick Harris (g) (400m) qualified to
represent Dorset at the South West Championships and from there,
Simon and Will were selected to compete at the Nationals in
Gateshead in July, with Simon winning a silver medal.

Sports Day this year was won overall by The Green who also won
the U15 competition. The Digby came first in the U17 competition
and Lyon were victorious in the U20s with an exceptional 4 x 100m
relay team who even defeated the might of Bow House.

This was my last season of Athletics at Sherborne and it proved an
excellent one, starting with strong team competitions and finished
with a long awaited medal from the Nationals. �

CLARE PEMBERTON

C R O S S C O U N T R Y

Among the small number of runners who dedicated
themselves to the sport in the Michaelmas term
there was a somewhat uncanny enthusiasm this

year for reps training and the term saw some gruelling
sessions on steep banks around Sherborne, wherever they
could be found. We also enjoyed a variety of longer runs in
the beautiful countryside around Sherborne, always
beneficial to those who participate!

The Lent Term began with the Ken Baily Trophy at
Bryanston where, despite an impressive individual win for
Fergus Kirkland (g), the Senior VIII came second. More
strong performances from both Seniors and Colts as
individuals defined the next few matches, and at Downside
there were only four points separating the Senior VIII from
Bryanston who came first. The future looks good for the
Senior VIII: there are a number of very strong runners still in
the School and I hope that others will be encouraged to join
the squad, especially lower down the School. We would
love to be able to enter teams in all races next year. �

JOHN STOREY

S Q U A S H

The Sherborne squash
season 2010-2011 was in
many ways a successful

one but it was often very difficult
to put out a full strong team for
each match. Chris Pudner (g)
took over the captaincy this year
and it was great to see his
confidence as a player grow
over the season.

Sherborne started the second half of their season very well
with a positive win against Bryanston. However, they were
to lose heavily to Blundell’s the following week and this
served as a shock and encouraged the boys to train harder.
Thereafter, they went on a winning spree beating King’s
Bruton (5-0), Millfield Seconds (3-2), Bryanston (9-1) and
King’s Taunton (5-0). They were also fortunate enough to
play against a travelling adult team called the Jesters, and
the Sherborne Pilgrims: both matches were well mannered
and fun but served to prove that older, cannier players can
always show youngsters a few tricks on the court!

The annual Roehampton Schools Tournament in January
2011 was once again a great success for the organisers and
all the schools which took part. Sherborne was unlucky to
be drawn against Radley and Charterhouse which sadly
meant that we finished fifth over all. On another day and
with a better draw, I am convinced Sherborne would have
fared much better. The final match of the season saw the
Firsts and the Colts travelling to Marlborough for our annual
fixture. The matches were tough but Sherborne lost both
matches. However, I think that overall Sherborne Firsts can
be very proud of what they achieved this year and the Colts
are certainly beginning to enjoy their squash and
understand the game in greater depth. With more
coaching and training in the coming terms, squash at
Sherborne looks promising. �

GARY SHACKLE
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Swimming has had many highlights this
past year, but the main ones have been
Lyon’s performance in the Inter House

Gala, the breaking of many School records
and gaining selection for the Nationals for
the first time. All of this became possible
because of the ability of the team captain,
Stuart Allen (g), and because of the entry of
some great swimmers into the third form.

At the Inter House Gala, Lyon swept the
board winning the Junior, Senior and Overall
categories, thereby swelling the contents of
their silverware cabinet. Their team enjoyed
particularly strong performances from Stuart
Allen and Nick Harris; and two School
records were broken: by Nick Harris in the
U16 25m butterfly and Ashley Merritt (b) in
the Senior 50m backstroke.

In November 2010, we competed in the
Dorset Schools Relays when the Junior 4 x
50m freestyle relay team comprising Jack
Crinks (b), Charlie Smith (m), Jasper Slawson
(e) and Nick Harris earned selection for the
Nationals which were held in Stockport in
February. The team came 11th out of 16, a
great achievement given that they qualified
in 16th position and, needless to say, their
time set a new School record.

It should also be noted that, at one particular
gala, Stuart Allen broke the school 50m
butterfly record which had been set by Piers
King (a 89) in 1988. �

LUCY MCMILLAN

T E N N I S

More tennis than ever was
played at Sherborne this
year with the boys having the

opportunity to get on the courts from
September. 152 boys signed up to
play in the Trinity Term which enabled
us to start the fixtures with the ball
rolling. There is real depth to tennis at
Sherborne, with talent coming from all
the years.

The Senior Colts A and B teams lost
just one from eight games. Top pair
for the season were Alex Warren (m)
and Max Leefe (b) who won nearly
every set and always looked to
dominate their opponents, beating
the likes of Canford, Taunton and
King’s Taunton.

The 1st VI had a tough season and at
times were unfortunate to lose close-
fought games. Rory Kesley (a) and
Toby Mackean (f) played some
consistent tennis and were superb
against Bournemouth and Clifton.
Vitaly Gan (a) played with superiority,
showing power and intelligence that
outclassed any opponent, as did Alex
Hamilton (d) and Harry Foot (a). The
1st VI had great wins against Canford
and Taunton and we would like to give
a special thank you to those boys who
have just left.

There is great promise for the 1st VI
next year with those still at Sherborne.
In fact, with more boys, more coaches
and more court time, the future for
tennis generally at Sherborne looks
great. �

LEAH WILKINSON

B A S K E T B A L L

Basketball continues to be an extremely
popular sport for a significant minority
of boys at Sherborne. It runs as a

games option for two terms out of three and
I think some boys would willingly play for
a third term! This year they managed to
hold their own against some talented
opposition, including Winchester who have
recently competed in the National
Championships.

The club played twelve fixtures and won five,
and there were some hard-fought and close
games among them: three times this season
the match has been decided in the closing
seconds of the game, and three times that
result has gone against Sherborne! I hope
that those members of the team who left this
summer will go on to enjoy many more
victories playing at university level and
beyond. �

BEN RYDER

S W I M M I N G
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S A I L I N G

With a full fixture list we sadly had to cancel
races in the Autumn against Canford,
Bryanston and Millfield, and in the

Summer against Milton Abbey, and always for the
same reason – too much wind. Conversely, having
entered a team for the National Schools match at
Queen Mother Reservoir, racing was cancelled due
to not enough wind.

The weather apart, we have had a good year with a
strong team which won all of its matches against
other schools quite convincingly. The two matches
against the OS were split one win each, with the
third and deciding match having to be cancelled
due to strong winds.

This year we entered teams for the Midland,
Southern and Thames Valley BSDRA
championships, all of which were opportunities to
meet teams with greater sailing strengths than our
own and it was good to see the boys challenged.
On each occasion, the boys were beaten by
stronger teams from schools with greater sailing
resources but they put up a valiant effort
nonetheless.

We have high hopes for next year with the team
under the captaincy of Tom Dowie (f). �

BEN RYDER

S H O O T I N G

Shooting is now becoming a popular sport
option and has been moved in to a Tuesday
afternoon games period which is attracting

more interest from boys who are not the Rugby
/Football/Hockey stars and gives them an
environment to shine and progress skills. We are
starting to build a core team of boys who are
enthused and, in turn, generating additional
interest among their peer groups. We have
between 18 and 20 boys per week on average who
shoot on the range regularly and within this group
we have two boys who are being looked at by Team
GB for invitations for selection to the GB Junior
shooting team.

The recent purchase of a new rifle for the club has
improved the shooting of the boys whilst exposing
them to more modern adjustable weapons that can
be adapted to suit the slightly more experienced
shooters; this in itself has increased the interest in
shooting as we now have an opportunity to
progress up the levels from beginner to an
advanced shooter. Looking at what the remainder
of the shooting population is doing, the way
forward may be to adopt the Sporter Air Rifle; this
could be fired alongside the current weapons
systems but allows the options of shooting from
three positions (standing, prone and kneeling)
without any personal supporting equipment. This is
then a true reflection of skill, ability and stamina
whilst bringing us up-to-date with the rest of the
shooting world. �

BRIAN ARKLESS

H O C K E Y

This season has seen the 1st XI
squad play some of the most
exciting and high quality hockey

in recent years. The ‘stats’ speak for
themselves with 94 goals scored in only
21 matches. Winning 14 matches has
equalled the record number of wins for
any team I have coached at Sherborne.
This team has beaten Canford,
Bryanston, Marlborough, Clifton and
others. The style of hockey the team
plays is down to the quality, ability and
adaptability of the players and this
team had players with all those skills.

This 1st XI only lost twice in the
‘traditional fixture card’ against
schools: once to Taunton and once to
Millfield when George Ellwood (b) was
unfortunately injured which unsettled
the balance of the team and Sherborne
went 0-3 down in 12 minutes. When I
describe the games Sherborne lost,
with the exception of the Millfield
match, we were more than competitive
and were good enough and created
enough chances to have won all
their matches.

The team, captained by John
Montgomery (g) in his third year of 1st
XI hockey, had an excellent balance:
defensively strong with Harry Robins (c)
in goal; a blend of youth with Max
Leefe (b) at right back; and experience
with Toby Lane (m) and Toby Mackean
(f), both excellent defenders, combined
with the flair of Theo Grainzevelles (c),
penalty corner flick specialist with 17
goals from corners. George Ellwood at
centre half, in his third year in the XI,
controlled the middle of the field and
encouraged both John Montgomery
(left midfield) and debutant Jack
Humphrey (f) to get forward in attack.

Ed Matts (c), Ben Girkins (f), George
Wayman (g) and Max Austin-Little (c)
scored 66 goals from open play
between them, with the outstanding Ed
Matts scoring 32.

Eighteen players played 1st XI hockey
this season and eight will be back for at
least another two seasons. The policy
of developing the younger players is
paying rich dividends for Sherborne
hockey and, looking at the talent in the
lower school, the future of Sherborne
hockey looks very bright for a few years
to come. �

ROB HILL
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R U G B Y

R
UGBY AT SHERBORNE CONTINUES TO DEVELOP AND THE 2011 SEASON

PROMISED TO BE A CRACKER. THERE WAS A FEELING OF REAL ENERGY

AND EXCITEMENT LEADING UP TO THE FIRST PROPER SATURDAY OF THE

SEASON WITH THE KNOWLEDGE THAT ALL THE PLANNING AND HARD WORK OF

PREVIOUS YEARS WERE ABOUT TO COME TOGETHER.

The senior squads returned from a hugely
successful tour of Australia. The 1st XV squad
were unbeaten with fantastic victories over
some top sides such as The King’s School,
Parramatta, Toowoomba Grammar and
Newington College. The experience of
pulling together was certainly going to help
them in the testing months ahead.

This seems to be one of the real strengths of
Sherborne rugby. Never the biggest, or
sometimes the quickest, the players certainly
look out for each other and work hard on the
field for their peers in a blue shirt. There is a
willingness to ‘have a go’ from anywhere,
and whilst this occasionally ends in error, it is
a positive ethos of school rugby which
certainly seems to excite the boys.

And so the season started with an early run
out for the 1st XV against a much fancied
Stowe side, who were clinically dispatched
with some free flowing running rugby. The
same could not be said of the defeat of
Wellington College (3-0). In a titanic battle
with no quarter asked or given, the
Sherborne boys earned sweet revenge for
some severe batterings over recent years,
and at the final whistle I have rarely seen such
unbridled joy. The Colts also saw off their
opponents from Berkshire and we were off
and running at full pace! The following week
was slightly less than satisfactory.

The weeks went by and there were ups and
downs. The Mini Colts seemed to lack a
degree of size, which can count for so much
at the lower level, but persevered with skill

and enthusiasm, whilst the Junior Colts
seemed to have real strength in depth. It is
largely due to the skill and commitment of
the coaching staff that the boys develop, and
maintain their enthusiasm over their time at
the School, and it was particularly pleasing
that Mr Tom Patterson was regularly
challenged with a selection headache when
picking a squad for the fabulous 5ths from
the 30 plus boys who wished to play.
(Perhaps we could launch a 6ths?)

As Christmas approached, the Junior Colts A
side went well in the Daily Mail Cup, and the
Colts lost just twice in the regular season,
despite the ravages of injury. There were
heroic performances from the C and D teams
week after week in taking on the B and even
A teams from other schools who feel unable
to challenge like for like. To their credit our
boys just get on with the job in hand and get
stuck in!

As the term drew to a close, the 1st XV had
won 7 and lost 4. Losses to Radley (7-8)
and Clifton (15-17) were hard to stomach,
but there were sublime performances to
savour against Blundell’s, Cheltenham and
Marlborough. Many of the senior side will
return next year and the future is certainly
bright. Rugby is on the up, and there is a
growing interest on our circuit of what is
going on in deepest Dorset.

Roll on Sevens, Tens and next September! �

DAVID GUY

SCHOOLS’ SIX NATIONS

In the inaugural Schools Six Nations
10 a-side competition at Richmond in
March Sherborne U18's acquitted

themselves most admirably in a festival
of rugby which began at 11am on Friday
and reached its conclusion prior to the
England v Scotland Calcutta Cup match
on the Sunday.

Following a live group draw our senior
side played faultlessly to beat the Welsh
and then battled hard throughout the
Friday and Saturday to qualify 3rd in the
group and set up a semi final against
Portora Royal School. After another
superb performance we set up an
England Scotland Plate final against
Merchiston.

In the rain our side, led superbly by Toby
Mackean (f) and Harry Plastow (d), came
back from 0-10 down to draw 10-10 at full
time. In the following 12 minutes of
'golden points' extra time I have honestly
never seen a more determined, brave
and composed Sherborne side put their
bodies on the line. A cruel penalty was
awarded against Sherborne and the
successful drop kick made it 13-10 to
Merchiston.

GROUP:
Sherborne v Rydal Penrhos, Won 50-0;
Sherborne v Lycée de Borda, Lost 7-19;
Sherborne v Downside, Won 19-5;
Sherborne v St Paul’s, Lost 0-45

SEMI FINAL:
Sherborne v Portora Royal School
(Northern Ireland), Won 45-0

FINAL:
Sherborne v Merchiston, Lost 10-13

SIMON LILLEY
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F O O T B A L L

With the re-introduction of Radley
and the addition of a block fixture
against The Oratory, Reading, the

fixture list for football looked to be as strong
as ever and presented a real challenge to all
fourteen teams that represented the School
during the Lent term 2011.

The 1st XI, with a wealth of experience in
defence and led wonderfully well by Henry
Birch (m), would not disappoint with three
victories recorded in the first three games
and only one goal conceded. This set up an
excellent term in which only one game was
lost and six won, whilst two draws were also
battled out. Victories over Marlborough and
in the local derby against The Gryphon
stand out, as does the display to earn a one-
all draw away at Millfield. The real highlight
though was left until the last game of the
season when the first team achieved a
splendidly emphatic 4-0 win over The
Oratory. The team really did fulfil its
potential in the majority of the fixtures and
the bar has been set very high for next year’s
1st XI in terms of dedication, application
and making the most of ability.

Other highlights included the U15 B team
who only conceded 2 goals in their first six
games whilst scoring 26; and a record of
nine wins and two draws in the eleven
games played by the U16 and U15 year
groups in their block fixtures against
Marlborough and Radley. The U16 As
enjoyed a spectacular 6-1 win at Millfield
and were unbeaten until they came up
against a very talented Oratory side in their
final fixture of the term.

All of this bodes well for the future of
football at Sherborne and hopefully the
sport will take greater strides forward next
year. The prospect of a tour to Valencia in
December is on the horizon and this should
be an excellent platform for another
successful season. �

ANDY NURTON (m 95)

G O L F

The 2010 -11 season has been one
of consolidation with some
younger players coming to the

fore. The numbers playing on Tuesday
and Thursday has grown, but the better
golfers, as ever, are involved in others
sports so they are not seen as often as
one would like.

The statistics for the year are as follows:
Played 13, Won 5, Halved 1, Lost 7.
There were victories against Milton
Abbey twice, Blundell’s, Downside and
Bow House, with a halved match
against Canford. Truro once again
proved too strong in the HMC
Foursomes and Taunton in the ISGA
Competition. It was good to be back in
the final of the West of England
Independent Schools’ Competition at
Burnham, defeating Downside and
Blundell’s on the way to the final against
Taunton. Taunton proved too strong,
but it was an excellent effort, since none
of the golfers were single figure players.

Once again the Christey-Clover
Academy is bringing on younger
players, some of whom are joining the
ranks of School golfers.

I am delighted to say that with the
added numbers playing the future for
School Golf is very bright. �

MIKE CLEAVER

C R I C K E T

Sherborne cricket has had another
excellent season, winning 75% of all
matches played, a percentage that

could have been higher had not bad
weather led to the cancellation of block
fixtures against Cheltenham and Canford.

Sherborne posted ‘whitewash’ wins over
Blundell’s and Canford (T20 matches) where
Sherborne won every game at every level of
the block fixture, and lost only one match in
the block fixtures against King’s Taunton,
Taunton and Bryanston.

The 1st XI, captained by Theo Grainzevelles
(c), lost only three matches in all formats of
the game with impressive wins against
King’s Taunton, Marlborough and Taunton
School in particular. George Ellwood’s (b)
155 against the Pilgrims was the top score
of the season, and James Francis (c) was the
leading wicket-taker, including 6 for 17
against Newington College, Australia.

The 2nd XI won five from eight matches.
Tom Gibbs (m) was their captain and never
missed a match or a practice session. A
good captain’s role is that of public
relations officer, agricultural consultant,
psychiatrist, accountant, nursemaid and
diplomat and Tom fulfilled all these tasks
and, most importantly, scored more runs
(202) than anyone else!

Overall, there have been some very
impressive individual performances at all
levels throughout the School, including five
centuries and thirteen ‘5 wickets in an
innings’ and three hat tricks.

Our thanks go to John Old, who retired as
Head Groundsman in August, for all his
hard work preparing and maintaining the
pitches and wickets over the years. Thanks
also to the Catering Department for the
excellent lunches and teas they provide
throughout the season. � ROB HILL



P O L O

Finishing the season in style, Sherborne won the Senior Schools Tournament at
Longdole on 26th June. In a hard fought tournament on one of the hottest days
of the year, Jack Taylor (a), Chris Pitman (f), Nick Tobin (e) and Hassanal Shah (a)

won every round at Longdole Polo Club in Gloucestershire. It wasn’t all plain sailing
as they had Sherborne spectators holding their breath until the last few minutes of the
final round of the final chukka when they turned the scores around to win by 1½ goals.

The season was short but varied: the first game against an incredibly strong and
experienced Millfield side did not end in Sherborne’s favour. However, by the time
they reached the match against Stowe at Druids Lodge the boys were on fighting
form and won 4-3½.

Thursday afternoon chukka practice is vital for the team to perfect their playing skills
and this has been on offer at Vaux Park Polo Club each week. Jack Taylor has also
been continuing to play regularly in 8 goal polo at Cowdray and gaining ever more
experience. He represented Sherborne at the SUPA trials day and as a result was selected to play as part of a mixed schools team in various
esteemed matches over the summer, starting with Guards and Cirencester in the SUPA Gold Cup. Hassanal Shah has shown enormous
dedication to the sport, practising at least three times a week when possible. Last year he started with a few slow chukkas in the safe environment
of the arena and this year he was part of the winning team on grass at the end of term. Xander Cooper (a) is another committed player who not
only played on grass this season but also kept his hand in over the colder months with some arena polo. �

JULIA SLADE

R U G B Y F I V E S

Last season our Senior IV comprising Alex Mitchell (a), George Gordon-Head (c), Jamie Smart (c) and Ed Dance (f) showed great
improvement and were able to compete at a higher standard. The Seniors won against King’s Bruton, Marlborough and Kelly College, but
lost against Blundell’s, Winchester and the Pilgrims.

All the squad entered the West of England
Schools’ Championships, though they found
the competition pretty tough. In the Charlie
Colquhoun Tournament it was good to see
Jamie Smart placed second in the overall
Open competition, and George Gordon-
Head winning the Open plate competition.
At the Schools’ National Competition Jamie
Smart reached the quarter-finals of the plate
competition, which will stand him in good
stead next year.

It was generally a positive season with over
twenty boys playing regularly, and half of
these representing the School. The majority

are now in the 4th Form and as a group are
showing much promise: they enjoy playing
and have been sportsmanlike in their
attitude. All have improved hugely, with
Henry Newman (c) and Oliver Rogg-Shirley
(d) showing particular skill on court, backed
by a number of other strong players.

This year we welcome some talented players
into the 3rd Form and hope they will enjoy
playing Fives in the coming years. I am also
delighted that we have a growing fixture list
and an increasing number of boys playing –
long may it continue! �

NICK SCORER (m 2000)

115TH ANNUAL RECORD



Christopher Chataway has led an
extraordinary life. He will be known to
many Old Shirburnians as the world

record-breaking runner who helped Sir
Roger Bannister to break the 4 minute mile
barrier in 1954 – he won the first BBC Sports
Personality of the year in 1954 - but he was
also a successful broadcaster, politician,
businessman and charity leader.

He was Captain of Boxing and in the XV at
Sherborne as well as being Head of Harper
House. He went up to Magdalen College,
Oxford, after National Service, where he was
President of the Oxford University Athletics
Club. After leaving Oxford with an upper
second in PPE he started with Guinness
before moving into broadcasting with the
new ITN and then the BBC. He was elected
for Parliament in Lewisham North in 1958,
having cut his political teeth at the London
County Council (later the GLC). He lost his
seat in 1966 but was elected to the safe seat
of Chichester in 1969 at a by-election. He
served as the Minister for Posts and
Telecommunications in Edward Heath’s
Government, introducing commercial radio
to the nation. In April 1972 he was moved to
Industrial Development and announced his
retirement from politics when Harold Wilson
was re-elected in 1974. He went on to
become Managing Director of Orion Bank
(subsequently purchased by Royal Bank of
Canada) and remained there until he was
nearly 60. He held numerous non-executive
directorships including several important
charity posts. He was the first Chairman of
Groundwork, the environmental charity, and
was Treasurer and then Chairman of
ActionAid. He was appointed as Chairman
of the Civil Aviation Authority in 1991 and
was knighted for services to aviation in 1995.

Chris celebrated his 80th birthday in 2011
and, having got to know him slightly through
the OS Cross Country, I went to interview
him at his ground floor flat in London, where
he lives with his delightful wife, Carola.

Chris’ first memory of competitive running
was when he was 11 or 12 at prep school,
running a couple of miles in the woods and
realising he was enjoying himself. He did
not run much at Sherborne as there was no
athletics or cross county in those days but he
did win the U16 half mile in a School record
of 2mins 14secs. He had been more
interested in boxing in those days and did
not follow the athletics press seriously until
later when he ran a lot in the Gunners and
won the Combined Services Mile. The most

famous runners of that period were Sydney
Wooderson (world record holder for the
Mile) and Jack Lovelock.

Whilst at Oxford he admitted to being pretty
slack and rather arrogant, having been told
that athletes would get stale and exhausted
if they over-trained. So he ran three or four
times a week and carried on smoking and
drinking like all the other young men.
Effortless superiority was what mattered
publicly, so they gave their all in every race
and were completely exhausted at the end.
Today world class runners hardly seem to be
out of breath at the end of a race!

After finishing fifth in the 1952 Helsinki
Olympic Games 5000 metres (despite hitting
the curb and falling on the last bend) he and
Roger Bannister started to train more
seriously and with a certain amount of
guidance from legendary coach, Franz
Stampfl, who taught them to believe in their
mental and physical abilities.

The four-minute mile remained a barrier in
the post war period, but Chris reckons that
this was because world class athletes came
from a much smaller pool then - there were,
for example, no African runners and Chris
believes that altitude and genetics play a
role. These days most top class middle and

long distance runners are from Africa with 18
of the 20 most recent top class marathons
won by Kenyans from the Rift Valley.

Chris’s most famous victory was against the
Russian, Vladmir Kuts, at the White City in
October 1954 when he set a new world
record for the 5000 metres of 13 minutes
51.6 seconds.

When asked why he had stopped running
after the Melbourne Olympics in 1956, he
replied that he had broken a couple of world
records (5000 metres and 3 miles), and had
run a mile in under four minutes, and he
wanted to do other things which he
perceived as being more serious. Athletics
in those days was not an occupation, it was
a hobby.

Chris had read PPE at Oxford and so to go
into politics seemed the natural thing to do
at this stage. He had been much moved by
Churchill’s great speeches during the War
and he was delighted to meet him when, as
a young MP, he talked with the great old
man in the tea room at the House of
Commons. One day, when he and Julian
Critchley were sitting with him, he told them
about his famous escape from a Boer POW
camp.

Chris enjoyed being a minister under
Edward Heath whom he admired, feeling
they were really able to make a difference.
He believes that Heath was underrated and
particularly remembers having dinner with
him and a collection of top civil servants and
academics on a trip to India, observing him
very ably discussing all the intricate details
of Indian government policy.

Among his achievements as a Minister he
rates setting up commercial local radio and
the freeing up of the BBC from red-tape
among the most important. He also
supported comprehensive education and
the abolition of the 11+, believing that 11 is
too early to make such life-shaping
decisions.
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( d 4 9 )

A R T I C L E S



Working thereafter in the charity
sector, Chris helped raise $600 million
(in today’s money) for World Refugee
Year in 1960 and was awarded the
prestigious Nansen Medal, now the
Nansen Refugee Award, given to
individuals and organisations for
outstanding services to the cause of
refugees. He also worked for
ActionAid and helped take it from
being a small charity to one with a
turnover of over £100 million.

Chris returned to athletics in his 50’s
after marrying again and the birth of
his second son. His wife, Carola, told
him that if he wanted to see the boy
grow up he had better give up the
cigarettes and get fit! Running
recreationally at Thames Hare and
Hounds helped on both counts; he
enjoyed running for the Old
Shirburnians, and in his seventies,
against his sons in the Great North
Run, the furthest he had ever run.

When asked if he had a message for
younger Shirburnians, he replied ‘Go
to university if you can and work hard
whilst you’re there. It is so hard to get
started in life now and with a good
degree from a good university it is
easier. After the struggle of ‘A’ levels
it is easy to do very little at university
for a year or two. I wasted great
opportunities and I know many young
people do the same today’. �

ANGUS CATER (c 70)

If you wish to read the full transcript
of Angus’ interview with Chris,
please follow the link on the OSS
website.

I N T E R V I E W W I T H
M I C H A E L W R I G H T ( b 8 4 )
HAY FESTIVAL – WEDNESDAY 1ST JUNE 2011

Itravelled to Hay-on-Wye to interview OS, Michael Wright (b 84) who was at the Festival to
talk about his latest book ‘Je t’aime à La Folie’, sequel to ‘C’est La Folie’, both of
which relate to his decision to leave a comfortable life in England in search of adventure in

rural France.

Michael was well received by his audience,
most of whom I suspect follow his exploits in
his regular column in Saturday’s Daily
Telegraph. He insists that all he does is write
the truth but I believe that where he succeeds
so well is in his depiction of events that take
place in his life, which he does with humour
and a gentle self-deprecation. He read aloud
from both his books, to the amused delight of
his audience.

By pre-arrangement, Michael had kindly
agreed to talk with me about his time at
Sherborne, of which fortunately he has fond
memories as can be affirmed by his frequent
references to the School in his books. He says
he was spectacularly hopeless as a sportsman
but did benefit hugely from the teaching of
the Music Department under the inspirational
Patrick Shelley and from the perfectionism of
his housemaster, Christopher Knott (a 57); he
particularly enjoyed playing the organ in the
Abbey and the Chapel but had to contend
with competition from a certain James
Henderson (now of course Director of Music
at Sherborne) who was always, he says, far
more gifted than him. However, he still
manages to play the organ regularly at the
local church, and is frequently called upon to
play at friends’ weddings.

I asked what in particular he had learned at
School that had been of use to him in his new
life in France and, of course, he talked about
learning French. He was grateful
to Francophile teachers such as Colin Niven
and Tony Rouse, the latter of whom had, he
recalled, once invited his A-Level students to
Harper, where he was Housemaster, for an
evening of French culture, and to savour such
delicacies as snails with white port. He also
said that living in a boarding environment for
so many years had set him in good stead for

coping with all manner of trying
situations, and for feeling at ease with people
from all social backgrounds. His decision to
leave London, where he worked as a theatre
and literary critic, was made because he felt
he had never truly been tested and that he
wanted to find out what he was capable of,
living on his own in a harsh rural environment.
He looked at many houses before chancing
upon La Folie which, he explained, felt almost
as if it had been waiting for him. When he
arrived in the Limousin with his Cat, a grand
piano and a yellow Luscombe aeroplane, his
neighbours quickly welcomed him into their
community, helping him and teaching him
new skills as different situations arose. He
now keeps chickens and has a small flock of
Ouessant sheep and, in due course, found
time to join the Jolibois Tennis Club where he
continues to lose matches consistently, but
thoroughly enjoys teaching the French how to
do so with aplomb, and not too much
shouting.

It was his old school friend, Jon Stock (b 84),
at that time a section editor on The Saturday
Telegraph, who suggested he might like to
write a weekly column about his experiences
of living in rural France. Michael was hesitant
at first but determined to better the record of
the worst columnist ever (who endured a mere
two months before being scrapped). Now,
some eight years later, he still writes the same
column for the same paper - on alternate
Saturdays in the Weekend section - and has a
huge following. More recently, he has found
love and married Alice: they have two
adorable little girls who attend the local Ecole
Maternelle, and appear to have no plans to
return to England in the foreseeable future. �
www.lafolie.co.uk

JANET DEAN
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Ialways enjoy my trips to the
Beckett Room, which many
OS will remember better as

Room 18 or Abe Gourlay’s Room. It is now
the home to the School’s archive and
amongst the books, manuscripts and
photographs assembled by our archivist,
Rachel Hassall, is the incongruous presence
of a wooden-handled ice-axe. Rachel
informed me that this belonged to Peter
Oliver (g 25) and it twice travelled to just
below the roof of the world.

With access to climb Mount Everest
unobtainable through Nepal in the inter-war
years, early expeditions were dependent on
permission from the Dali Lama to access the
mountain on the Tibetan side. When this
was granted in 1920, the British were quick to
form a committee that resolved to send a
reconnaissance expedition to the mountain
the following year. This proved successful
with Guy Bullock and George Mallory
reaching the North Col and thus establishing
that there was every chance that the summit
could be reached via the northern route. This
led to the 1922 and the 1924 expeditions,
which both featured close attempts to reach
the summit but both ended tragically with
the death of seven Sherpas in 1922 and the
iconic effort of Mallory and Andrew Irvine in
1924.

It was not until 1931 that the Dali Lama
granted ‘reluctant permission’ for further
British ventures. 1933 saw a valiant attempt
by Eric Shipton and Frank Smythe to summit
without oxygen but they were unable to
progress beyond Edward Norton’s 1924 high
point of 28,126 feet (8,570 metres). The
discovery of Andrew Irvine’s ice axe was the
only tangible dividend of the expedition.
Shipton led a reconnaissance party on the
mountain in 1935 which proved that supplies
could be stored at the North Col in sufficient
quantities to back a series of summit
attempts. This trip featured the Everest
‘debut’ of the young Sherpa, Tensing
Norgay, later bound for immortality

alongside Edmond Hillary in 1953 and also
the discovery of the body of the tragically
eccentric Maurice Wilson who had
attempted a solo climb the previous year
despite having no mountaineering
experience. He had believed that spiritual
strength alone would take him to the
summit!

So strong was the new breed of climbers in
the 1930s that a superbly equipped 1936
expedition led by Hugh Ruttledge contained
no fewer than eight men believed to be
capable of summitting. Amongst the
veterans such as Shipton, Smythe and Percy
Wyn-Harris was Everest newcomer Lt-Col
Peter Oliver, an automatic choice based on
his proven ability on all types of ground.
Hugely experienced in both The Alps and
The Himalayas, he was blessed with
exceptional strength, stamina and speed. His
climbing partner, Frank Smythe, maintained
that the happiest times that he spent in the
mountains were in the company of Peter
Oliver whom he described as ‘a natural giver
of himself, not so much unselfish as selfless.’
Oliver had been attached to the South
Waziristan Scouts, a force recruited to guard
the North-West Frontier where, in those
days, there were many skirmishes. He was
hugely respected by the tough hillmen under
his command as he could outlast them on
cross-country route marches over any sort of
terrain. Despite the organisation and latent
potential of the 1936 Everest team, it was
thwarted by the early arrival of the monsoon
on 25th May.

Peter Oliver was once more an automatic
choice to come back to the mountain in
1938, this time under the leadership of
another Himalayan expert, W H Tilman. Bill
Tilman differed in thinking from several of his
predecessors inasmuch as he believed that a
smaller, less expensive, expedition held the
same chance of success as the larger style of

operation. He argued that, as
the weather was an all-abiding
factor, no amount of expense

would guarantee success in unfavourable
conditions and budgets were better
deployed to finance several smaller
operations to give a better chance of finding
summit opportunities. To counteract the
possibility of another early monsoon, the
climbers arrived in early April but illness
throughout the party delayed further
progress and, to intense disappointment, the
monsoon arrived even earlier (5th May) than
two years previously. Despite establishing a
high camp at 27,200 ft (8,290 metres), back to
back summit attempts on consecutive days
were thwarted by deep snow. It is a typical
Everest-style irony that the only two
expedition years between the wars that saw
a late monsoon and, thus a viable summit
window, were the purely reconnaissance
ventures of 1921 and 1935!

Unlike Tilman and Shipton, Peter Oliver was
never to return to Everest. He took command
of a battalion of the 13th Frontier Force Rifles
in Burma and was ahead of the main
divisional column near Meiktila on the 22nd
February 1945, when he observed that the
leading vehicles were taking the wrong track
and heading straight towards a strong
Japanese force. He immediately set off in his
jeep to head the stray vehicles back to the
right track but ran into the enemy himself.
Together with his driver and orderly, they
engaged the Japanese with rifle fire which
served to warn the column of the danger that
they were heading towards. Having achieved
this objective, he tried to regain the jeep so
that they could withdraw but was hit by
machine gun fire and killed instantly. When
he was buried the following morning, his
adjutant ensured that he was facing some
high hills of which he was so fond. As his
great friend and climbing partner, Frank
Smythe commented ‘Peter Oliver died as
he himself would have wished – helping
others.’ �

JOHN HARDEN (g 70)

PETER OLIVER (g 25)

MOUNTAINEER AND SOLDIER
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2012 marks the one-hundredth
anniversary of the birth of Alan Turing,
one of our most famous Old

Shirburnians. During the Second World War,
Turing was one of the key figures at Bletchley
Park where the German Enigma cypher was
decrypted. Germans used the Enigma code
to communicate instructions and coordinate
military and naval attacks across the world
and, by cracking the German code, it is
widely believed that the men and women at
Bletchley Park brought the war in Europe to
an end by as much as two years earlier than
might otherwise have been the case.

Turing’s work in the 1940s would have been
enough to secure his posthumous legacy,
but in the technology-savvy world in which
we now live, he is also credited as being the
father of modern computing because of his
post-war work on artificial life. The Turing
Test, which was conceived to assess the
thinking capabilities of computers, remains
one of the leading determinants of artificial
intelligence.

Alan Turing attended Sherborne between
1926 and 1931. He was a member of
Westcott House and his time at Sherborne
can be reconstructed in reasonable detail
because of the serendipitous survival of
some of his teenage possessions. In 1954,
following her son’s apparent suicide from
cyanide poisoning, Sara Turing presented
the School with a purpose-built wooden
chest containing various artifacts from his
time at Sherborne. The collection, which is
housed in the School’s Beckett Room,
includes original copies of Turing’s school
reports, facsimiles of correspondence
between Turing and his mother, childhood
books, the gold medal that he was awarded
for mathematics in 1931, and his OBE for his
services during the war.

These artifacts tell the story of a boy whose
early interest in science and mathematics
was not fully appreciated by schoolmasters
who believed that Latin conjugation was a
more edifying activity for teenage boys.
Turing’s Latin report for the 1927 Trinity term
makes this point well: ‘His Latin work is for
the most part careless and slovenly: he can

do much better when he tries.’ However,
Turing’s mathematics reports speak of early
promise. His report for the Michaelmas
term of 1930 states that he is ‘A really
able mathematician’, who nonetheless
‘sometimes fails over a simple problem by
trying to do it by complicated methods,
instead of by an elementary one’: perhaps an
early sign of the later genius?

Old library registers from 1928 to 1931 reveal
that Turing read a wide variety of science
texts out of class, including Matter and
Motion by James Clerk Maxwell, Atoms and
Rays by Sir Oliver Lodge and an edited
collection of papers entitled Mathematical
Recreations and Essays. Not all of Turing’s
reading was focused on the acquisition of
scientific knowledge, however, as the library
catalogues indicate that he also borrowed
Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland!

Comments in Turing’s final School reports
reveal nothing of the personal tragedy that
he confronted following the death in 1930 of
his companion, Christopher Morcom (g 29),
who had contracted bovine tuberculosis
from contaminated milk. It would have been
small consolation that his teachers now
congratulated him on his ‘steady and
intelligent work’ in his Humanities subjects.
The few personal photographs in the School
archive also reveal an athletic side to Turing:
he seemed particularly fond of running.
Housemaster’s reports also note an aptitude
for ‘footer’.

Sadly, Turing is also remembered for his
troubled personal life. In 2009, Gordon
Brown’s posthumous apology to Alan Turing,
who was forcibly sterilised for being
homosexual, enabled many people to
appreciate the bravery of this extraordinarily
brilliant man.

To celebrate the anniversary of Alan Turing’s
birth in 2012, the School is preparing a year-
long programme of events, including
lectures, activities and an exhibition of the
artifacts within the Beckett Room archive. �

DR BENJAMIN WILD

POSTHUMOUS APOLOGY
GIVEN TO ALAN TURING BY
PRIME MINSTER GORDON
BROWN ON 10 SEPTEMBER
2009

Turing was a quite brilliant
mathematician, most famous for his
work on breaking the German Enigma
codes. It is no exaggeration to say that,
without his outstanding contribution, the
history of the Second World War could
have been very different. He truly was
one of those individuals we can point to
whose unique contribution helped to
turn the tide of war. The debt of
gratitude he is owed makes it all the
more horrifying therefore that he was
treated so inhumanely.

In 1952, he was convicted of ‘gross
indecency’ – in effect, tried for being
gay. His sentence – and he was faced
with the miserable choice of this or
prison – was chemical castration by a
series of injections of female hormones.
He took his own life just two years later.

Alan deserves recognition for his
contribution to humankind. For those of
us born after 1945, into a Europe which is
united, democratic and at peace, it is
hard to imagine that our continent was
once the theatre of mankind’s darkest
hour. It is thanks to men and women
who were totally committed to fighting
fascism, people like Alan Turing, that the
horrors of the Holocaust and of total war
are part of Europe’s history and not
Europe’s present.

So on behalf of the British government,
and all those who live freely thanks to
Alan’s work, I am very proud to say: we’re
sorry, you deserved so much better. �

Taken from the posthumous apology
given to Alan Turing by Prime Minster
Gordon Brown on 10 September 2009

ALAN MATHISON

TURING (h 31)

A CENTENNIAL

COMMEMORATION
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Huracan FC London is one of the most
heart-warming stories to emerge
from the world of football in 2011.

The team have had a significant amount of
press coverage appearing, for example, on
the BBC London News, page 3 of ‘The
Metro’, and many TV, newspaper and radio
outlets across South America. In short, they
are a Sunday league football team with a
difference. Whilst they play their home
games on the modest fields of Clapham
Common in the Southern Sunday League
division 2, the team have a fan base of nearly
5,000, 90% of whom are Argentinean.

Founded in 2009 by Henry May (d 04), the
team took its name from Club Atletico
Huracan in Buenos Aires. Henry had lived in
Argentina and adopted the team due to its
similarity with his beloved Fulham, and when
he returned and set about putting together a
Sunday team with friends from School,
Nottingham University and his employers,
Teach First, he suggested the name and it
stuck. The team began life as any Sunday
league team might: struggling to get 11
players out each week, winning a few games
and simply enjoying themselves.

After winning promotion in their first season,
things changed dramatically in August 2010.
A friend in Buenos Aires suggested that
Henry should start a Facebook page about
the team so that Huracan fans there could
keep track of the team’s progress. The
Facebook page was an instant success, with
hundreds upon hundreds of Huracan fans
flocking to pledge their support and express
their pride at having a team in London.

Fans started asking to buy the Londoner’s
shirt after the manager of Huracan appeared
on national TV wearing it. The team became
the subject of several media reports, and the
fan base grew. The galvanised team, which
also contains Guy Stebbings, Jack Milln, and

Rupert Osborne (all d 04), went on to win 13
league games in a row to claim the third
division trophy.

As shirt sales continued apace, the logical
next step was a trip to Argentina. Henry
organised a 17 day pre-season trip which
took place in August and by all accounts it
was the trip of a lifetime: the team played a
game in Huracan’s 44,000 capacity stadium,
played a game against the club’s reserve
team (and only lost 0-3!), attended a
reception at the British Embassy held in their
honour, and were paraded in front of the
Huracan fans before a league game. They
also appeared on the ‘South American
Soccer AM’ – Pura Quimica on ESPN. Henry’s
Spanish was tested there and also in several
radio interviews as well as an impromptu
speech to the Huracan directors during a
board meeting.

The team are sponsored by teaching charity,
Teach First, through whom Henry (and five
other players) got jobs in challenging schools
in London. Teach First’s mission is to address
educational disadvantage by transforming
top graduates into effective teachers, in an
attempt to eliminate the link between low
parental income and low achievement in
school. All shirts they sell to fans in Argentina
have the logo of ‘Ensena por Argentina’, the
equivalent organisation in Argentina. Whilst
on tour, the team visited schools out there,
introduced Ensena to the British Embassy,
and worked hands-on with the educational
projects (Grupo San Felipe and Corazon
Quemero) to whom the proceeds from shirt
sales go. With over £1,000 raised for good
causes so far, and plans afoot for a second
team in London and new Huracan teams to
be established in several different countries,
the Huracan ‘Globo’ (the distinctive balloon
logo on their shirts) appears to be well and
truly on the rise. �

HENRY MAY (d 04)

THE SUMMER ISLES

Ifirst set eyes upon the Summer Isles five
years ago when, one wet August Bank
Holiday weekend, eight university

friends travelled north from London on the
sleeper train bound for Inverness. From
there we drove two hours north west to the
village of Achiltibuie and crossed to Tanera
Mòr, the largest of the Summer Isles, and
there followed four wonderful care-free
days of sailing, kayaking, swimming,
foraging for mussels and generally relishing
the brief escape from big city life.

Five years on I sit in our cottage on Tanera
Mòr, reflecting on the ending of our third
summer living and working on the Island.
How did this come to be? One of that party
of eight was Lizzie Wilder. Her parents Bill
(himself an Old Shirburnian (h 64)) and Jean
had been Wiltshire Diary farmers until the
mid-1990s when they decided to sell up.
Seeking a new challenge and fresh pastures
they discovered that the Isle of Tanera Mòr
was on the market and this was where they
would make their home and living. Lizzie
and I were married on Tanera in June 2009,
shortly after arriving from the south of
England where we had been living and
working in London and Cambridge
respectively.

After that first visit in August 2006 a number
of further visits followed. By now it was
mainly Lizzie and me visiting together, but
from time to time other groups of friends
would come and we would wistfully ponder
life in such a place and how different and
exciting it would be from our city desk-
based existences. In early 2008 the penny
dropped and we realised the time had
come to make the break. A year of planning
and extraction followed: from jobs, houses,
social circles and a life which now seems as
remote and distant as the Summer Isles
once did that first August Bank Holiday.

Our first year on Tanera was very much
about learning the ropes. It doesn’t matter
how many sailing courses you’ve been on or
RYA certificates you possess (in both our
cases not many I hasten to add!) there is no
substitute for experience and sometimes
slightly alarmingly learning through trial and
error! Living on an island 1.5 miles off the
mainland requires the acquisition of boat
handling skills which became the focus of

H U R A C A N F C



our first few months on Tanera. This along
with the planning and execution of our own
wedding, getting to grips with the business
of tourism, including cooking for groups of
up to 18 people and teaching dinghy sailing
to local school children.

It was though an extremely exciting and
rewarding learning curve. We both found
ourselves using skills long forgotten whilst
relishing the physicality and practical nature
of life in such an environment. Very quickly
the first summer was over and we found
ourselves pondering what the next year
would bring. Year 2 was in many ways even
more of a learning curve than our first. We
took over the running of the business from
Bill and Jean, which necessitated setting up
a new company, establishing a payroll
system, filing VAT returns and clearing
umpteen other bureaucratic hurdles. We’ve
learnt a huge amount along the way and
continue to do so every day.

So what of the place itself? The Island
comprises some 800 acres which 100 years
ago supported a population of 120 people.
There are now nine habitable houses on the
Island, five of which we let as holiday
cottages, the remainder being for the four
year-round occupants and summer staff. In
addition to the houses a former boat shed
contains a café and post office, producing
the world famous Summer Isles stamps! The

café is open from April through to
September during which time we host a
weekly evening of food and entertainment
for Island residents and mainland folk alike.

In recent years Bill and Jean developed a
programme of residential courses on
Tanera, primarily focused around art. These
continue to flourish and we are introducing
new subjects which include creative writing,
ecology and, most popularly, sea kayaking.
The Island has a distinctive and vibrant
fauna and flora and we are actively seeking
opportunities to encourage and increase
environmental education for children and
adults alike.

Life on a remote island in this part of
Scotland can be incredibly challenging. We
are responsible for our own off-grid power
system, water supply, nine houses and
various other out-buildings, not to mention
a small fleet of boats. But it is an incredibly
beautiful part of the world visited by only
relatively small numbers of people and we
feel all the richer for it. To unwind at the end
of the day by walking up to the Island’s high
point (124 m) and drinking in a 360 degree
vista to rival anywhere else in the world is
pretty special, and a million miles away from
a pint of warm lager outside Ye Olde
Grapes in Mayfair’s Shepherd’s Market! �

RICHARD WILLIAMS (d 97)

RT MILFORD:
LYON’S FORGOTTEN

HOUSEMASTER

In December 1910, the Headmaster of
Sherborne School appointed Robert
Theodore Milford as Housemaster of the

new boarding house which was then being
built in Richmond Road in Sherborne. This
house was named Lyon House and R T Milford
remained its Housemaster until his resignation
just three and a half years later in Trinity term
1914. However, Milford’s place as the first
Housemaster of Lyon House has been
completely overshadowed by the subsequent
thirty-two year reign of A H Trelawny-Ross who
took over from Milford as Housemaster and
remained in charge until his retirement in 1946.

LYON HOUSE
ROLL OF HOUSEMASTERS

1911 – 2011

R T Milford 1911 – 1914
Alick Trelawny-Ross 1914 – 1946
‘Hughie’ Holmes 1946 – 1961
Peter Boissier 1961 – 1969
Roger Ketley 1969 – 1983
Mike Hatch 1983 – 1994
Patrick Francis 1995 – 2006
Guy Brière-Edney 2006 – 2011
Ben Sunderland 2011 –

Lyon’s former Housemasters: Roger Ketley, Mike Hatch,
Guy Brière-Edney and Patrick Francis
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LYON HOUSE CENTENARY
1911 - 2011

FRIDAY 20TH MAY

Lyon House celebrated its Centenary in May 2011 by
holding a dinner to which all its Old Boys, former
Housemasters, current pupils and their parents, were

invited. A huge marquee was raised on The Upper with a
capacity of 500 and we were astonished to find that our final
guest list totalled almost exactly that number.

The evening began at 7pm with drinks in the Lyon House
garden which was a wonderful opportunity to meet old
friends and new; some Old Boys were also able to make the
most of the opportunity to take a tour of the House to see
the changes that had taken place since ‘their day’.

The guests then strolled down to The Upper to take their
places in the marquee. John Harden began by welcoming
everyone and giving the necessary notices, before the
Chaplain, Rev’d Lindsay Collins, said Grace. The Catering
Department had pulled out all the stops and the assembled
company were treated to a sumptuous meal, during which
the traditional Lyon House Loving Cup was passed around
all the guests.

The following toasts were made during the evening:

Harry Fielder (Head of House 2010/2011)
Welcome and thanks

Guy Brière-Edney (Housemaster of Lyon) – The Old Boys

Chris Davis (Headmaster) – The House

Stanley Johnson (President of the OSS) – The Boys

To round off the evening, there was dancing to the music of
the Swing Band: a most successful and enjoyable
celebration for the young and the not-so-young boys of
Lyon House. �

JANET DEAN

F O R T H C O M I N G
E V E N T S 2 0 1 2
OS Undergraduates Day – mid April

Channel Islands Reception – Guernsey – 15th May
OS Day – Saturday 19th May

Abbey House Dinner – Saturday 14th July
Quinquagesimal – Turing – Thursday 27th September

Media Lunch – Thursday 8th November
FOSS Lunch – Saturday 1st December

REUNIONS IN 2012

1972 Reunion – Saturday 9th June in Sherborne
2007 Reunion – Thursday 14th June in London

1962 Reunion – Saturday 15th September in Sherborne
2002 Reunion – Thursday 11th October in London
1992 Reunion – Thursday 8th November in London
1987 Reunion – Thursday 15th November in London
1982 Reunion – Saturday 24th November in Sherborne



OS DAY

OS Day on 21st May 2011 dawned fine
and sunny. It was Chris Davis’ first as
Headmaster and began with a fine

turnout at the morning chapel service,
conducted by the Chaplain, Rev’d Lindsay
Collins. Everyone then made their way to
The Upper where they were greeted with
welcome drinks outside the marquee which
had been erected for the Lyon House
Centenary Dinner the previous evening. A
number of OS who had travelled to
Sherborne for that event inevitably stayed
over for the OS Day lunch too.

It proved to be a lovely family affair with
many OS bringing their young children with
them: the weather being thankfully fine, the
children ran and tumbled on the grass
outside whilst their parents enjoyed a fine
social occasion, meeting up with many
friends they had not see for years.

Lunch was followed by a most entertaining
speech from Stanley Johnson, the OS
President, whilst the Headmaster brought
the assembled company up-to-date on news
of the School. �

NEXT OS DAY:
SATURDAY 19TH MAY 2012

FOSS LUNCH

We are always pleased to see past
parents back at Sherborne and the OSS
was delighted to once again host the

FOSS (Friends of Sherborne School) Lunch,
traditionally held on a Saturday of a home rugby
game. The Catering Department treated us to a
wonderful lunch and, the weather being
particularly fine, most of us headed down to The
Upper to watch Sherborne beat Marlborough
after a very close and exciting match. �
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E V E N T S
INSURANCE DRINKS PARTY

There are lots of OS and Sherborne parents in the London insurance market and
it seemed like a good idea to get them together for a drink or two after work.
The Lamb Tavern in Leadenhall Market kindly gave us the use of their top floor

bar and we welcomed some 35 OS and parents to our first London Insurance Drinks
event. It was a great opportunity for underwriters and brokers, both young and slightly
older, to get together to celebrate their common bond. A repeat will definitely be on
the cards for 2012. �

JERSEY RECEPTION - 5TH MAY

In conjunction with the School and Sherborne Girls, the OSS hosted their biennial
reception in Jersey. It was a great opportunity to introduce our guests to both the
Headmaster, Chris Davis, and OSS President, Stanley Johnson (g 58). Longueville

Manor in St Helier once more provided the perfect setting for an evening of renewing
acquaintances with OS, parents and their friends living on the island. �

OS MEDIA LUNCH - 10TH NOVEMBER

The OS Media has acquired veteran status with its tenth anniversary being
celebrated this year. However, it shows no sign of age and it proved just as
popular in 2011 as it did in its youth. I am sure that one of the reasons for its

success is the personal touch that our host, Peter Moeller (a55), gives the event. Whilst
thanking Peter for another hugely successful renewal, I asked how he was brave
enough to take on the task in the first place. ‘Quite simple’ Peter replied ‘I didn’t think
that anyone would turn up’. Ten successive events have proved how wrong he was! �
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1981 YEAR GROUP REUNION
15TH OCTOBER 2011

The 1981 Reunion was held at Sherborne in
October. From the moment that replies
started to come in, I realised that the event
was going to be special – and so it proved.
58 OS came down to celebrate their 30th
year of leaving the School and, having spent
the afternoon watching the 1st XV come
from behind to beat Cheltenham, they
celebrated with a memorable dinner in the
Old School Room. �

2001 YEAR GROUP REUNION
13TH OCTOBER 2011

Beaufort House in Chelsea proved a worthy
venue for the 2001 year group to get
together with their contemporaries including
those from Sherborne Girls. Many of them
had not seen each other since leaving
Sherborne and the room was still buzzing
late into the evening as news from the past
decade was eagerly exchanged. Many
thanks to Jimmy McKillop (m) and Sammy
Jenkinson (Sherborne Girls) for their great
efforts in arranging the evening and ensuring
such a good turnout. �

2006 YEAR GROUP REUNION
9TH JUNE 2011

Having spent the last few years at
Universities spread all round the country, this
reunion, held at The Crosse Keys in
Gracechurch Street EC3, provided an
opportunity for many to catch up with OS
whom they had not seen since leaving
Sherborne. Thanks to all the many who
turned out and especially to George
Densham (a) for his help in organising the
event. �

R E U N I O N S



LIVING THE DREAM

Charles York Miller (f 86) runs a
real estate business in Jarnac, the
home of Courvoisier in the heart of
Cognac country (the sunniest region in France
after the Côte d'Azur).

If any OS are considering either a permanent
move to the Charente or buying a holiday home
here, please contact Charles to find out how he
can help with the entire process.
Accommodation etc, can be arranged for house-
hunting trips.

E. charles@charente-immobilier.com
W. www.charente-immobilier.com

ADVENTUROUS APPETITES LTD

Jock Fraser (c 94) runs a tourist service
in Madrid taking people off the tourist
track to experience the authentic
‘Madrileño’ ambience.

Adventurous Appetites will take you to
sample traditional Spanish cuisine in some of the
hidden corners of central Madrid, helping with
language difficulties, advising on local specialities
and imparting interesting local facts about the
tradition, history and myths of Madrid.

T. 0034 639 331 073
E. tours@adventurousappetites.com
W. www.adventurousappetites.com

SKI INSTRUCTION
IN COURCHEVEL

Rob Sewell (g 72) has been living
in the French Alps near
Courchevel for twenty years. He is
an internationally qualified and
much respected ski instructor who
would be very happy to ski with or
simply meet up with any OS who
may be taking their winter holidays in the area.
Contact him on:

T. 0033 610144762
E. rob.sewell@orange.fr
W. www.skilessonscourchevel.net

EL CARACOL

Situated less than
an hour by car
from Madrid
Airport, in the
heart of the
National Park of
the Sierra de
Guadarrama, is this six-bedroom rural retreat,
sleeping up to thirteen guests.

It is known affectionately by the village locals as El
Caracol (The Snail), thanks to its unique rounded
design by the famous Spanish architect Curro
Inza. This spacious stone residence offers
spectacular views of the highest peaks of the
mountain range as well as access to the river
Lozoya that runs behind the estate’s seven acres.

For further information, please visit the website or
contact Mrs Stephanie Sanchez de Muniain in the
Foundation Office:

E. ssanchez@sherborne.org
W. www.elcaracol.co.uk

B I R T H S
To Jane and Tim AMBROSE (h 95), a daughter, Evie Grace on 27 September 2010

To Hertta and Oliver BETHELL (d 96) a daughter, Anastasia Louise Alexandra on 10 May 2011

To Lizzie and Will BRYER (e 95) a son, Timothy Arthur Mornington on 11 June 2011

To Heather and Nick CHUTER (m 98) a daughter, Abigail Beatrice Pearl on 26 May 2011

To Livvy and Nick CRACKNELL (m 96) a son, James William Thomas on 10 September 2011

To Juliet and Max LYTLE (h 90) a son, Wilfred on 15 August 2011

To Ali and Andrew NURTON (m 95) a daughter, Beatrice Rose on 17 November 2011

To Jo and Conor O’CALLAGHAN (m 91) a son, Wilbur 5 May 2009

To Georgina and Ewan SANGSTER (m 91) a son, Ollie in July 2011

To Felicity and James SPENCER (m 95) a son, Henry Alexander on 1 March 2011

To Kate and Dominic STOBER (f 86) a daughter, Margaret Violet on 19 October 2011

To Joanne and Harry WARD (b 97) a daughter, Charlotte Joan on 14 December 2010

To Laura and John WARREN (d 95) a son, Samuel William on 4 August 2010

E N G A G E M E N T S
COOK, Nicholas Kenneth (a 01) to Miss Lucy Jones

LOCK, Edward Patrick Hedley (m 98) to Miss Frederique-Ann Baert

ROWE, John Augustus Norman (h 93) to Miss Rachel Morgan

STEELE-PERKINS, James Anthony (h 94) to Miss Bettina Oppenheim

TAVENDER Christopher Alan (g 01) to Miss Caitriona Doris

TYSON George Edward (b 02) to Miss Katherine Patch

M A R R I A G E S
BAILEY, Guy Charles Saville (d 00) to Miss Ruth Newton on 18 September 2010

BUTLER Crispin David Howard (f 89) to Miss Annabelle Watson on 14 May 2011

CLARK, Oliver James Reeves (m 02) to Miss Claire Brown on 11 June 2011

FEGEN, Thomas Frederick (g 99) to Miss Jo Fidgen in May 2011

FRASER, James Beaufort (c 94) to Miss Maryam Mrabet on 23 September 2011

HOOD, James Robert (a 02) to Dr Susannah MacDonald on 2 July 2011

JOHNSTON, Keith Alexander (m 99) to Miss Lisa Anne Wheble on 26 November 2011

LUARD, Oliver Willoughby (d 02) to Miss Camilla Mary Alice Green in 23 July 2011

MINTER, Benjamin Howard (g 99) to Miss Olivia Downer on 24 September 2011

MULLINEUX, Arthur Peter Maclean (m 99) to Miss Stella Shorland Ball on 18 December 2010

POCOCK John David William (f 78) to Ms Liz Creber on 19 February 2011

SANDYS-RENTON, Richard Astley (b 77) to Ms Katie Davies-Ratcliff on 24 September 2011

SULKIN, James Timothy Cokey (m 97) to Miss Jane Collingwood on 11 June 2011

SYKES, James Richard William (a 02) to Miss Kate Bond on 27 August 2011

TAYLOR, James Anderson (m 94) to Miss Amy Grove on 23 October 2011

WALSH, Charlie Peregrine (d 99) to Miss Chloe de Mare on 16 July 2011

H O N O U R S A N D C O M M I S S I O N S
COLIN DOWDESWELL (h 67) was awarded an MBE for services
to Education and to Music in Norwich

TIM KEY (h 58) was awarded an MBE for Services
to Animal Health Research in the New Years Honours 2011

115TH ANNUAL RECORD
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O S
P U B L I C A T I O N S

PETER BURDON (b 94)
Come Away with Me

MacAdam Books

GEORGE COURTAULD (b 82)
What, When and Who on Earth

Bene Factum Publishing

PETER GORLE (f 54)
Editor

The Quiet Gunner at War
Pen & Sword Books

JAMES STEVENSON (d 51)
Fly The Storm

Friars Goose Press

JULIAN THOMPSON (a 52)
Forgotten Voices of Burma

Ebury Press

JULIAN THOMPSON (a 52)
Forgotten Voices, Desert Victory

Ebury Press

JOHN WILSEY (g 57)
The Ulster Tales

A Tribute to those Who Served 1969-2000
Reviewed by The Rt Hon Sir John Major

Pen and Sword Books

O S
The main feature of this season

was the AGM at Bucklers Hard,
Beaulieu, where some thirty Old

Shirburnians gathered on Harrac and
nearby boats. A moment of silence was
observed in memory of Bob
Macdonald who died in 2010 and left
£1,000 to the Society which we plan to
use to sponsor a Sea Survival Course in
2012. The name of the Society was
officially changed to ‘Old Shirburnian
Sailing’ and it was formally agreed that
former pupils of Sherborne Girls
should be eligible for membership.
This was all pretty momentous stuff so
we finished swiftly and got on with the
important business of barbecuing and
imbibing.

CRUISING
We had a very enjoyable week-end
cruise to St Vaast at the end of May. It
is the most charming French market
port and is now much enhanced by the
presence of Simon and Jane Leney (c
70) who are always very generous with
their hospitality. We ate and drank lots
and had a very jolly time. We shall be
returning for the long Bank Holiday in
early June 2012 as well as exploring a
couple of other little ports in the Seine
Bay.

THE ARROW TROPHY
This was not our most successful
outing, being rammed by another boat
on the first day. They were on port and
were adjudged to be in the wrong.
However, we all had an excellent
dinner at the Royal Corinthian and
everyone enjoyed sailing the new Farr
40’s.

STANGER-LEATHES DINGHY
RACING
On a chilly day in March after two races
the OS were even with the School but
in the third race the School pulled out
all the stops to take first, second and
third: a pretty convincing win. The
second set of races in June led to a
wipe out due to the weather but the
final meet in November was won, after
fiercely competitive racing, by the OS.
As the School team is particularly
strong this year this was a good result.

ANDREW YORKE WEEKEND
Five boys came with Dr Chris Hamon
on Harrac at the beginning of October.
We sailed to Poole and split the boys
up into watches so that they could
fulfill different cruising roles:
Helmsman, Navigator and Trimmer.
This gave them a real idea of the
challenges and responsibility of sailing
a big cruising boat in difficult waters
and was much enjoyed. We finished
with a first class dinner at the excellent
Italian Gossip in Poole.

2012 CALENDAR

JANUARY 5TH
Pub meet at The Hollywood Arms,

Fulham, SW10

FEBRUARY 18TH
Sea Survival Course in Southampton

MARCH 3RD
Stanger-Leathes at Sutton Bingham
and dinner at Raj Poot, Sherborne

MAY 31ST
Seine Bay Cruise

JUNE 13TH
Dinghy Racing on the
Thames plus barbecue

JUNE 23RD
Stanger-Leathes at Sutton Bingham

JULY 7/8TH
Midsummer barbecue at East Head,

Chichester and AGM

SEPTEMBER 29/30TH
Andrew Yorke weekend plus boys

OCTOBER 6/7TH
Arrow Trophy at Cowes

All OS who have an interest in sailing
or who would like to give it a try are
always welcome at any event. Just
email angus.cater@gmail.com for
details. We hope to see more
Sherborne Girls members this coming
year: the pub meet in January and the
dinghy sailing on the Thames in June
are intended to encourage these.

Old Shirburnian Sailing is in good heart
and many thanks to those OS and
Chris Hamon who organise the
different events. �

ANGUS CATER (c 70)
COMMODORE

OLD SHIRBURNIAN SAILING
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S P O R T
GOLF

2011 will be remembered for the very dry
spell in late spring and early summer, as
well as some gloriously warm days in

the autumn. The lot of greenkeepers must
have been harder than ever.

The Society had an interesting
tournament season. We had some younger
members playing in the Brent Knoll and this
provided wins against the Erratics and
Marlborough before losing to RAF in the
semi-final.

Beating Cheltenham 5-0 in the first round
of the Halford Hewitt might appear to have
been easy, but it was a much closer match
than the score suggests. We had our
chances against Malvern in the next round
but failed to take them and lost 1½- 3½.
Robbie Busher had an excellent first Hewitt,
winning both his matches with the veteran
Rhys Francis. The only pity was that Jos Pralle
was three weeks too young to be able to
play. We look forward to these two young
golfers strengthening our side over the years
to come.

At the G L Mellin in July we lost to Oundle
in the first round of the Salver, beat Mill Hill
in the Plate before losing to Downside. It was
a pleasure to welcome Rhys Francis and
Michael Farley to the senior ranks and they
contributed by winning all their three
matches.

However, the best was kept to the end:
we had won our qualifying group of the
Grafton Morrish in early June, and did
extremely well in the matchplay in early
October, beating Oakham, Woodbridge,
Fettes and Charterhouse. The deciding
game against Charterhouse was level after
the 18th and darkness meant going down
the 19th the next morning. Charterhouse
were four feet short in three: Stuart Gillett hit
his second to 15 feet and Toby Couzens duly
rolled in the putt for a birdie three and a
place in the semi-finals for the first time since
1965. We then lost a tight match against
Merchant Taylors’, mainly decided by their
top pair holing a 40 foot putt to halve the
16th and a 35 foot one to win the 17th.

The winners of the major prizes at the
meetings were: Sherborne – Michael Farley,
Howard Gill and John Shaw; The Berkshire –
Rhys Francis, Howard Gill, John Shaw, Henry
Marks, Jonathan Godfrey and Justin
Chantrey; Rye – Robin Arbuthnot, Andrew
Rose, Martin Macpherson, Robin Irving and
John Youngman.

As for the 23 matches played, the tally
was: won 7; lost 13, and halved 3; and 96
members played during the year. At the
AGM in June, Andrew Rose was elected
Captain, with Nigel Whalley and Mike Prager
as Vice-Captains.

There must be countless OS who play
golf and we would be delighted to welcome
them to the Society. This gives the chance to
play on some excellent courses, as well as
meeting old friends and making new ones.
There are various ranges of subsidy to help
those under 32 and full details are available
from Howard Gill, the Hon. Secretary:
howard.gill@forsters.co.uk 07788 628678.
Do please get in touch. �

HOWARD GILL (f 81)

PILGRIMS

Imade a discovery this autumn that quite
tickled me. I read on the Telegraph
website that the man who pioneered the

long-running Radio 4 show Just a Minute
was an Old Shirburnian. Ian Messiter (a 37),
who died in 1999, had been caught out
daydreaming during a history lesson (this
was in the Thirties).

His history master, Percival Parry-Jones
(known to all and sundry as ‘P-J’), shouted to
him to ‘repeat what I have been saying for
the last two minutes, without hesitation or
repetition’. The 13-year-old Messiter failed –
and was caned as a result. While he
introduced the still successful format to the
BBC as, self-evidently, only one minute, it is a
significant cultural contribution.

I am not sure that there would be many
Shirburnians who even today would be able
to rise to that challenge, but the sense of
turning disaster into triumph is one that
resonates with any sporting club – and
particularly one such as the Pilgrims.

This summer saw a good amount of
triumph as the Cricketer Cup side fought
their way to the semi-finals of the
competition, matching our best effort in the
tournament (two previous ventures that far –
we still await taking the last step to the final
itself despite nearly 45 years of trying).

Charlie Esson (b 07) took over the
captaincy midway through the run from Andy
Nurton (m 95) and has the potential to lead
the Cricketer Cup team for a good few years.
He will have learnt from this year’s
experience and, with Andy still available as a
player, has a wise head to lean on. The run
included tight, tense victories over two
tough teams in Repton and Charterhouse
after a walkover against Downside in the first
round when they were unable to raise a side.
Defeat was no embarrassment in the semi-
final either to a strong Eton team; despite an
outstanding 93 from Jimmy Adams (c 99),
kindly taking time off from county duties for
the day, more experienced opponents won
the day. There was, though, the additional
pleasure for the Pilgrims of viewing one of
the women of 2011, Pippa Middleton, the
girlfriend of the Eton skipper.

While Adams was allowed a rare day to play
for someone other than Hampshire in 2011,
it may be more tricky to prise him away to
play for the Club next summer as he has
been appointed captain of his county. This is
a significant honour for Jimmy and the Club
are delighted at his elevation, wishing him all
the best in his attempt to take Hampshire
back to the first division of the County
Championship at the earliest opportunity.
Once more across all sports – rugby, hockey,
fives, soccer, squash, tennis, cross country as
well as cricket, where remarkably on the final
day of the Week the captain had 20 players
to choose from – the Club has been able to
put out teams with plenty of participants and
a strong spread of ages. Full details of who
controls each sport, and how to contact
them can be found on the Club website,
www.sherbornepilgrims.co.uk, or with the
Hon Secretary.

The Club would not like to miss this
opportunity to thank the now retired head
groundsman, John Old, for all of his support
and professionalism during the past 13 years
in post. John has been a valued source of
encouragement and good humour for all
Pilgrims playing cricket over that period, but
of equal importance has been his dedication
to producing high-quality pitches. Hugh
Archer, the Club Chairman, made a
presentation to John on the Upper after the
final Pilgrims home fixture to thank him for
his work and to wish him well in retirement.
Typically of the man, John’s response to
Hugh and to the band of Pilgrims present
included one simple message: ‘Keep playing
cricket!’

The Club will reach the grand old age of
90 in 2013. To mark the anniversary, the
intention is to hold a dinner at which a
speaker of distinction will be addressing the
Club. Further details – including date and
venue – will become available over the
course of next year, along with a pricing
structure that will hopefully ensure that
Pilgrims both young and old will feel able to
attend.

A reminder in conclusion: you do not
have to be a Pilgrim to play for the Club – if
you are an OS, you will always be welcome
to participate, and the Club does operate
a system of subsidy for the younger
members. The Club’s future rests in the
hands of those who have recently left –
whether high or moderate sporting achiever
at the School, the door is open. Please get in
touch with the Club’s Hon Secretary, Ed
Lyons, at ed@lyonsrounsfell.co.uk �

ROBERT HANDS (b 92)



D E A T H S
ALLATT, Derrill Victor (a 72) 7 July 2011

BEVIS, Derek Chilton (d 34) June 2011

BLAKENEY, Michael Hugh (b 46) 10 March 2011

BRAMALL, George Robert (b 38) 16 November 2011

BRIDEGROOM, Thomas Lee (e 2001) 8 May 2011

BROWNE, Geoffrey John Paul (a 51) end October 2011

BRUCE, Andrew James Fraser (b 77) 4 July 2011

BUTLIN, Thomas Heygate (a 48) 10 October 2011

CANDLER, Thomas Oswald (b 37) April 2011

CARDEW, Maurice Gordon (a 39) 2 March 2011

CARLESS, Hugh Michael (a 42) 20 December 2011

CARTER, Philip Harold Eustace (c 44) 27 September 2011

CASTLE, Richard Vaughan Stewart (b 54) 4 October 2011

CHADWICK , William Rowley (d 51) 13 August 2011

CHANDLER, Geoffrey (d 41) 7 April 2011

CHESTERTON, John Sydney Keith (a 44) 22 June 2011

CLARKE-JERVOISE, Michael Stanhope (f 48) 16 December 2011

COOPER, William A (Ex Staff 1952-83) 29 December 2011

CORDINGLEY, John Edward (c 34) 14 October 2011

CORNISH, Jeremy Richard Morgan (a 57) 6 June 2011

CROOK, John Hurrell (a 49) July 2011

DAVENPORT, Montague (c 34) 14 April 2011

DAVIES, Stephen Walter (a 44) 13 March 2011

DAVIS, John Alan (f 48) 31 January 2011

DAY, Robert Kirkpatrick (g 50) August 2011

EAMES, David (b 38) 17 March 2008

FAIRLIE, Alastair Graeme (h 51) 3 January 2011

FORSELL, David Meadows (f 42) 14 October 2010

GALLIA, Godfrey Eugen Hugo (Ex-Staff 1957-73) 27 July 2011

GEAKE, Peter Henry (b 36) 24 January 2011

GODWIN, David Christopher (h 57) 26 March 2011

GOULDSMITH, Anthony (d 39) November 2011

HALLAM, Robert John (c 49) 24 October 2011

HESSE, Peter Harley Frederick Legrew (g 37) 20 October 2011

HOBBS, Antony Ewan Talbot (g 40) 10 October 2010

JONZEN, Christopher Birger (h 48) 10 May 2011

KAWAR, Fadi Walid Faddoul (e 91) 6 August 2011

KEANE, Richard Michael (h 27) 28 December 2010

KIEREINI, Mburu Timothy (c 92) 13 August 2010

KING, John Hazell (a 44) 20 April 2011

KIRKMAN, Charles Chevalier (h 51) 26 July 2011

KUNKLER, Peter Bertrand (f 38) December 2008

LLEWELYN, Reginald Sinclair (b 35) 10 April 2011

LUKEY, Christopher Michael, (c 62) 8 November 2010

MACDONALD, Malcolm Stuart (d 47) August 2011

MARK, James Marcus Alexander (f 70) 4 October 2011

MARPLES, Peter Stewart (c 39) 30 August 2011

MASON, Alexander John (g 60) 9 May 2011

MAY, Richard Percy (d 32) 22 July 2011

MILLER, Geoffrey Hugh (f 40) 18 August 2011

MOGER, Frank Ben Derwent (g 31) April 2011

MORTON, Richard William Barker (b 40) April 2011

NEVE, Thomas Henry David (c 55) 2007

NICHOLLS, Frank Ian (g 41) 3 November 2011

PATERSON, Colin Alexander (f 43) 4 May 2011

PETO, Henry George Morton (a 38) 17 December 2010

PRANCE, Benjamin Edward Penrose (a 99) November 2011

RAYMOND, Michael Murray John (h 41) 19 October 2010

RAYMOND, Peter (f 60) 31 May 2011

REDGRAVE, Roy Michael Frederick (c 43) 3 July 2011

ROPER, Philip John (g 36) 23 March 2011

SHARP, Martin John Ainsworth (c&m 67) February 2011

SPACKMAN, Christopher John (h 52) 2010

SPURR, Howard David (h 57) 4 September 2011

STEVENS, Michael (h 44) 23 December 2011

THOMAS, Christopher Wilson (d 45) 23 September 2011

TURNER, Graham Frank Litten (f 51) 30 May 2011

TWISS, Lionel Peter Winterton (b 40) 31 August 2011

WATKINS, Denys Holmes (c 40) 17 June 2011

WATT, Peter Arbuthnot (g 46) 3 July 2011

WATTS, Athelwold Colin Devereux (b 48) January 2011

WHITE, Alan Kerry Richard (b 62) 25 September 2011

WHITTLE, Richard John Miller (a 42) 30 March 2011

WILSON, Edward John Boyd (g 75) 3 July 2011

WINDLE, Ian Peter (a 43) September 2011

GOVERNORS
HUGH PARKER STEWART (Governor 1984-2004) May 2011
J WARWICK HELE (Chairman of Governors 1989-1996) 4 August 2011
SIR ARTHUR NORMAN (Chairman of Governors 1978-1986)
30 September 2011



O B I T U A R Y
M A J O R - G E N E R A L J O H N C O R D I N G L E Y ( c 3 0 - 3 4 )

BURSAR (71-74), OSS PRESIDENT (77), OSGS CAPTAIN (76-77) AND PRESIDENT (89-94)

After what he would characteristically describe as a personally uneventful war, John Cordingley was
selected, on the strength of his expertise as an artilleryman, to command the British Army’s first
nuclear missile regiment. This was at the stage of the Cold War when defence of Western Europe

against the Warsaw Pact was crucially dependent on Nato’s nuclear capability. He tackled what his expertise
told him was a doubtful project with the robust good humour and determination that had been the hallmark
of his service up to that time.

The 47th Guided Weapons Regiment (Field)
Royal Artillery was equipped with the US
Corporal missile, a battlefield tactical
nuclear delivery system not dissimilar to the
German V2 rocket but with a shorter range.
Cordingley formed the new regiment from
officers, NCOs and gunners who, in 1957,
saw themselves in the vanguard of the new
technology of war. His success in forming
and training this regiment led to his
appointment as OBE in 1959 and promotion
to command the 1st Artillery Brigade,
comprising the nuclear missile regiments
assigned to the support of Nato’s Northern
Army Group. He attended the Imperial
Defence College, now the Royal College of
Defence Studies, and completed his career
as the Major General Royal Artillery at HQ
British Army of the Rhine, with responsibility
for all nuclear and conventional artillery.

John Edward Cordingley was born in 1916,
the only son of Air Marshal Sir John
Cordingley. He was educated at Sherborne
and the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich,
from where he was commissioned into the
Royal Artillery in 1936. He went to France
with the British Expeditionary Force in 1939
but after evacuation through Dunkirk did not
see active service again due to being
employed as a gunnery instructor in England
and India. He commanded the Chestnut
Troop RHA for a period before his selection
to command 47th (GW) Regiment and was a
Colonel Commandant Royal Artillery from
1973 to 1982.

After leaving the Army in 1971 he became
Bursar of Sherborne School until a return to
regimental service was offered as the
controller of the Royal Artillery in 1975. This
marked the beginning of what almost
amounted to a second career in the service
of the Royal Artillery. At that time, there was
inevitable competition for funding between
the institution, with its personnel interest,
and Artillery House containing the archives
and museum. Cordingley neatly bridged this

gap by becoming the first Controller of the
Institution to become chairman of the board
of management of Artillery House. He also
devoted his considerable organisational
skills to the detailed financial and historical
interests of the Royal Regiment. He
engineered the formation of the RA General
Charitable Trust, initiated studies into
regimental subscriptions, the operation of
the RA Association and control of RA
publications and established the RA
Historical Trust. He also oversaw the
celebrations to mark the 200th anniversary
of the Rotunda at Woolwich, housing the
Congreve collection of early artillery
exhibits, and the 300th anniversary of the
Office of the Master Gunner and the
diamond jubilee of the RA Association.
Despite all these demanding pre-
occupations, he was president of the Alpine
Club and Captain of the RA Golfing Society.

His marriage in 1940 to Pamela Boddam-
Whetham was dissolved, and in 1961 he
married Audrey Beaumont-Nesbitt, who
predeceased him. He is survived by two
sons of his first marriage – one of whom,
Major General Patrick Cordingley (c 63),
commanded 7th Armoured Brigade in the
First Gulf War – and two stepdaughters.

Maj-Gen John Cordingley, born 1st
September 1916, died 14th October 2011

Taken from the Obituary which appeared in
The Times on 24th October 2011. �
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WILLIAM A COOPER
1923-2011

It is with great sadness that we report the death of Bill Cooper on 29th December 2011.
Bill served on the staff at Sherborne from 1952 until 1983 and was Housemaster of
Westcott House for a full 15 year term (1966-1981). There will be a Memorial Service to
celebrate Bill’s life in the Abbey on Saturday 3rd March 2012 at 3pm – all welcome. A full
obituary will appear in the 2012 OS Record and also on the OSS Website.

JOHN CORDINGLEY WAS

SELECTED, ON THE STRENGTH

OF HIS EXPERTISE AS

AN ARTILLERYMAN, TO

COMMAND THE BRITISH

ARMY’S FIRST NUCLEAR

MISSILE REGIMENT.
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O L D S H I R B U R

1920s
MATT BLAMEY (h 29) Matt celebrated his
100th birthday on 13th December 2011.
Many congratulations to him from us all!

1930s
JOHN NEWMAN-YOUNG (c 33) John is still
active at the age of 96. Over the years he
has been very involved in the Sherborne
Lodge but is now taking a back seat. He is
currently residing with his wife Christine in
the Reigate Beaumont Care Home and
complains that he isn’t as agile as he once
was and can no longer go on holidays
abroad.

1940s
MICHAEL SELBY (h 49) Is an Evelyn Waugh
Scholar and presented a paper at the Evelyn
Waugh International Conference at
Downside Abbey in August 2011 concerning
Waugh’s visit to Sherborne in October 1942.
Michael spent 21 years working as the
Chairman of Bristol Victim Support after a
career in the prison service.

1950s
PATRICK GENT (f 55) 28th September 2011
will forever be a date etched in Patrick’s
memory: he had a hole-in-one at the first
hole on a local golf course. Unfortunately,
there was no car as a prize but Patrick kindly
bought everyone a drink!

MICHAEL PEARCE (h 55) Michael has just
finished a three year term as Commodore of
Orford Sailing Club and has now taken over
as Treasurer. He is Chairman of the Orford
Town Trust, a Parish Counsellor and a
member of the Aldeburgh Golf Club.
Following retirement he worked for the
Citizens Advice Bureau for seven years.

ALLAN CAMPBELL-SMITH (h 56) Allan is a
member of the Scottish VIII which won the
Elcho Shield, the oldest and most
prestigious long range rifle contest in the
world, in the Summer of 2011, 57 years after
his first school trip to Bisley. The first match
for the Elcho Shield arose from a challenge
by Scotland to England in 1861 and he says
that sporting victory over the Auld Enemy is
still as satisfying in one’s 70’s as it was in
one’s 20’s, especially when it’s the third year
in succession!

JOHN TORONTOW (h 56) John is a
physician who lives and works in Nevada,
Missouri, where he and his wife Jane
celebrated their golden wedding
anniversary on All Saints Day 2011. He
continues to see patients five days a week at
a clinic in Eldorado Springs, Missouri.

JOHN WESTON (h 56) John has had a
successful year with his two garden beehives
which yielded 1 cwt of honey between them.
He is now a qualified Bee Keeper, and his
entries won novice class prizes at the
Twickenham and Thames Valley Bee
Keepers Association for both honey and
beeswax. In addition, his second collection
of poems (Echo Soundings) will be
published by the highly rated Shoestring
Press early in 2012. Several of his new poems
have Sherborne connections.

DAVID MASTERS (a 57) David had the
privilege of being elected to the office of
President of the The Coroners Society of
England and Wales in September 2010.

TIM KEY (h 58) In recent years, Tim has been
a Governor and Chairman of Stover School;
Chairman of Trustees of the Torbay Coast
and Countryside Trust; Governor of the
Institute for Animal Health until 2009 where
he remains a trustee and natural director;
and Governor and currently trustee
representative on the Pirbright
Development Board. In addition to all this,
he has also found the time to be Deputy
Lieutenant for Devon since 2003.

ANTONY THOMAS (a 59) Antony wrote,
produced and directed the film ‘For Neda’
which was broadcast in June 2011 on More4.
It won the 70th Annual Peabody Award, the
Foreign Press Association’s Documentary of
the Year Award and The Foreign Press
Association’s Journalist of the Year Award.
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N I A N N E W S

1960s
CHR I S TOPHER
WHEATLEY (h 61)
‘My efforts in the
mining business
continue as a
c o n s u l t a n t
associated with
Behre Dolbear
International and
Uhuru International
and I am a Director of Nubian Resources, a
junior venture company on the Toronto
Stock Exchange.’

CHARLES BUCKLE (c 1963) ‘Still in Swanage
and still sailing. After 30 years in the RN
(Captain), I joined a VC upper school with
1,350 teenagers and 150 adults on the
Senior Management Team as Bursar; an
education itself and very rewarding. I have
now retired and we sail as a family. My wife
is a musician and we make much music.’

IAIN MACKAY-DICK (h 63) ‘I have retired
from Morden College after 14 years as Chief
Executive and we now live in our own small
house in SW London. I was made a Deputy
Lieutenant of Greater London and currently
have three other voluntary jobs: Chairman of
The Guards Chapel Committee, Vice
Chairman of The Falkland Islands Memorial
Chapel Trust, and a Board Member of The
Union Jack Club next to Waterloo Station.’

NEIL KING (h 64)
After retiring from a
highly enjoyable life
in teaching I am now
a Deputy Chief
Examiner of the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Baccalaureate and
also a professional
actor. In January

2010, I toured as Vladimir in Waiting for
Godot, ending up with a run at Hull Truck
Theatre.

JAMES PEROWNE (a&m 65) James retired
ten years ago after 37 years in the Royal
Navy. Since then he has settled with his wife,
Nicola, in Leicestershire and has a portfolio
of posts including directorships in Defence
Consulting, and the Water Industry. He is
also President of a number of Naval
Associations and Charities, and is Chairman
of his County Branch of SSAFA. He was
awarded the OBE in 1983 and the KBE in
2000.

PHILIP VENNING (f 65) ‘In November
Viscount Linley presented me with The
Queen Mother Memorial Medal for
conspicuous contribution to the building
crafts – I am only the third person to receive
this Award.’

CHRIS VACHER (c 69) Chris Vacher, the
veteran presenter of regional news
programme Points West, is to retire. He has
fronted the programme for 28 years
becoming the longest-serving regional
presenter and will leave in December 2011.
Previously he has been named Regional TV
Personality of the Year by the Royal
Television Society and recognised with a
BBC Lifetime Achievement Award.

1970s
CHARLES PLATT (h 70) Charles is still living
and working in Massachusetts in the USA
and became a grandfather in May when
Emily was born to his son, Piers, and his wife,
Denise.

MARK CURRIE (b 71) Mark is currently a
Senior Visiting Fellow at St Andrew’s
University School of International Relations.
In June 2011 ‘Dissident Irish Republicanism’
which he co-edited with Professor Max
Taylor, was published by Continuum. As a
result, Currie and Taylor have been
commissioned by Continuum to produce a
series, ‘New Directions in Terrorism Studies’.
The first two volumes ‘Affordance and
Terrorism’ and ‘Extreme Right Wing
Terrorism and Political Violence’ are in
preparation.

CHAN LOWE (h 71)
Chan is the editorial
cartoonist for the South
Florida Sun Sentinel
newspaper, and has been
for the past 27 years. He
was recently inducted
into the Oklahoma Cartoonists Hall of Fame
(having worked for newspapers in Oklahoma
from 1975-1984).



NIGEL HALL (h 72) Nigel
is still at Harper Adams
University College, and
has been working in
Thailand on a rice project
to find ways of reducing
cultivation costs.

MIKE KIMBER (a 73) Mike is now based in
Godalming where he runs a cabinet making
business.

GILES HESSE (g 74) With the death of my
father in October, I am now the last surviving
member of six generations of Hesse’s who
attended the School: James Edward Legrew
(a) from 1869 being the first. My Grandfather
was responsible for the re-casting of the
tenor bell in the Abbey - on which the Hesse
crest is engraved. So we will always live on in
Sherborne!

RUPERT BRAVERY (c 76) Rupert Bravery and
Edson Dos Santos (ICS 94) found themselves
working together for ExxonMobil in Luanda,
Angola. He also met Peter Moeller (a 55) for
a drink in the Rooftop Bar of the Hotel
Continental there. It seems there are OS in
all corners of the globe!

CRISPIN WILSON (h 77) In
May 2010, after two
decades in Madrid, Spain,
Crispin moved with his wife
and two teenage children
to Singapore where he is

setting up Banco Santander’s operation in
South East Asia.

TONY FREEMAN (m 79) Tony is still living in
Gauteng, South Africa, where he is
Managing Director of Euro Steel Gauteng,
an engineering supply company in stainless
steel and allied products.

1980s
SIMON BOUND (h 80) Simon Bound is now
living in Connecticut, USA with his wife
Maggie, six sons and one daughter. He is a
Managing Director with Morgan Stanley in
New York.

GAVIN BROOKING (h 80)
My company Forest Products
(UK) Ltd has just merged
with another jams/chutneys
manufacturer called The Bay
Tree Food Co. Ltd from
Somerset to create a £7.5 million turnover
business which will continue to manufacture
and sell high quality preserves, chutneys and
cook-in sauces to the fine food industry.

ROBERT MAXWELL (b 1981) In 2008, after
working as CFO of a container terminal in
Lagos, Nigeria for three years, Robert was
transferred to Malaysia as Deputy CFO at
another APM Terminals facility, Tanjung
Pelepas, where he is today.

HUGH (BONNEVILLE)
WILLIAMS (d 81) Hugh
was awarded a Medal of
Excellence at the Walpole
Awards in November for
his role as Earl of
Grantham in Downton
Abbey. The award was
made by his on-screen

wife, Elizabeth McGovern, who remarked
that she has been married to Bonneville
three times in different dramas!

JAMES DAUNT (d 81)
James, who opened
the first of his six
successful Daunt’s
bookshops in London
22 years ago at the age

of 26, has been parachuted in to manage
Waterstone’s in an attempt to reverse its
downward trend and to prevent it going the
way of Ottakars and many other high street
bookshops. He says he is confident he can
breathe life back into bookselling and
prepare for the opportunities of the digital
age.

HOWARD GILL (f 81) Howard took part in
the Centrepoint Sleep Out in November:
‘Fortunately it was a pretty mild evening and
Christopher Biggins was there to read us all
a bed time story! We had a healthy four
hours sleep before the dustmen acted as
our alarm clock! It was a fantastic evening
with 650 people sleeping out in Exchange
Square.’ Forsters (for whom Howard works)
raised nearly £12,000 for Centrepoint.

ROBERT ARGLES (m 81) Robert is an
international editor and inspector with the
Michelin guide to hotels and restaurants and
currently divides his time between London,
Hong Kong and Japan.

MALCOLM MACADAM (m 83) ‘I am
Chairman of Riseden Ltd, the family
property investment company which
specialises in commercial property
ownership in the M3 and M4 corridors. I
recently participated as a pro driver in the
Britcar 24-Hours at Silverstone at the
beginning of October 2010 which fulfilled an
ambition to complete a 24-hour race.’

ROB RYDON (m 83) Rob
started a new job at
Schroders last year. He
enjoys watching sport from
the touchline or boundary
at Sherborne where he has
two sons, Tom and Alex;
and playing the occasional

game of cricket and golf himself.

IVAN SHARPE (h 84) Ivan
was interviewed early in 2011
on ‘Songs of Praise’ which
was transmitted from
Winchester Cathedral. He
had appeared in the first
recording of ‘Songs of Praise’ from
Winchester in 1979 when he was Head
Chorister at the Cathedral School.

GUY DRU DRURY (g 86) ’Being in China is a
challenging, thrilling and at times humbling
experience and I just can’t think of anywhere
else in the world I would rather be.’ Guy is
currently head of the Confederation of
British Industry in China, keeping in close
contact with the vast and growing range
of UK companies, entrepreneurs and
businesses that do business there.
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GEORGE NEWTON (c 80) Vicar of
Holy Trinity, Aldershot. ‘Two years
ago you published a photo
showing Rev Stephen Gray, former
chaplain to the School, walking off
triumphantly in the winning side of
the Church Times Cup final 2009. I
wrote in later pointing out that one
of the dejected losing side trailing
just behind him – myself – was also
an Old Shirburnian. Interestingly,
Stephen and I were on the same
side this year and, in one of the

closest finals ever, were on the winning side. I attach a photo: as the skipper on the day I
am the one holding the cup and, just in case you have forgotten (most unlikely, I’m sure)
Steven is the one to my left.
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TIM MASSA (g 1988) Tim, an Associate of
The Worshipful Company of Plaisterers,
now works and consults on listed property
and timber frame buildings, particularly in
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. The
picture shows some hemp lime plaster ready
for application on a barn conversion.

EDWARD BUSH (h 89) Ed is Head of
Classics and Officer in Charge of the RAF
Section at the Royal Grammar School,
Guildford, having moved from the Perse
School in Cambridge five years ago.

TOM KEATINGE (h 89) ‘After 17 years at J P
Morgan, most recently as Managing
Director of the Bank’s insurance-client risk
and financing business in Europe, I have
decided to work part-time for the next year
so that I can do an MA in War Studies at
King’s College, London. Returning to study
is not something I ever planned to do, but
after six weeks, despite being overwhelmed
by reading and essays, it is becoming quite
addictive!’

JOHN-MARK MAYNARD (h 89) John-Mark
recently moved from Cornwall to Somerset
where he is now Assistant Head of a
small special school in Street (not Millfield!)

MARTIN PUGSLEY (m
89) Martin has set up a
charity in Italy to raise
funds for research into
childhood leukaemia
and was recently
awarded ‘2011 Banking
& Finance Lawyer of the
Year in Italy’ in the 2011 Legal Awards
conducted by Corporate INTL Magazine.

1990s
ZIAD KHOURY (e 90) Ziad is a Vice
President in an International Arab bank
headquartered in Bahrain, looking after the
bank’s wholesale banking system
implementation projects.

MAX LYTLE (h 90)
Max is an Army
Off i ce r, cu r rent l y
serving as a Company
Commander at the
R o y a l M i l i t a r y
Academy, Sandhurst.

HUGH DAVIES (m 91) ‘The last year has
been frantic work-wise: I played the trumpet
in the West End musical Sweet Charity for
most of 2010 at the Haymarket Theatre,
having also played on Oliver, Love Never
Dies, Betty Blue Eyes and Les Misérables; I
am principal trumpet with the Stratford
based chamber orchestra ‘The Orchestra of
The Swan’ with whom I toured backing the
band James; I recently completed an arena
tour with Johnny Mathis and with Alfie Boe
in December and January.’

EWAN SANGSTER
(m 91) Ewan is
currently acting
Head of Group
Talent Acquisition at
SABMiller, one of
the world’s largest
brewers, with more
than 200 beer
brands and some
70,000 employees in
over 75 countries,
and one of the
world’s largest
bottlers of Coca-
Cola products.

JEREMY WALKER (m 91) By curious
coincidence in November, Jeremy bumped
into Adrian Ballard in Hong Kong Airport at
the start of a working weekend which led to
him attending a very enjoyable OS reunion
at the China Club. Jeremy is currently
Headmaster of Berkhamsted Sixth and has
recently been appointed as future Principal
of King’s School Rochester, with effect from
September 2012. He is happily married to
Harriet (née Ellis – Sherborne Girls 1991) and
has two children.

TIM DEAN (g 92)
Tim, a dentist with
the Royal Navy,
has had an
interesting career
to date, including
a two year tour of
duty in Brunei, and
service ashore and
at sea. He is
currently serving
at HMS Raleigh

providing care to both the ship’s company
and sailors under training at the
establishment. He recently cycled from
Land’s End to St Germans, a distance of
some 80 miles in the pouring rain, which was

a huge milestone in his recovery from illness
having been diagnosed with psoriatic
arthritis, an inflammatory joint disease, in
February 2011. Historically a mountain biker,
Tim was delighted to complete the ride and
arrived to a welcome from about 200 people
during the local school fete, giving him a
huge sense of elation and achievement.

STUART GILLETT (m 92) Stuart is the
General Manager of Golf At Goodwood
which comprises two golf courses based on
the Goodwood Estate. He would love to
hear from any OS that come to Goodwood
and a warm welcome is always guaranteed!
He is also the proud Captain of the
Sherborne Halford Hewitt team!

JUSTIN KEEBLE (e 93) Justin has been
made a Partner at Accenture. He will
continue to lead Accenture’s Sustainability
Services in the UK and Ireland, but will
also pick up some additional global
responsibilities.

JEREMY COSTELOE (h 93) ‘My wife Wendy
and our two children moved to Christchurch
NZ in November 2010. After a couple of
months of calm we were hit by the
devastating earthquake in February.
Thankfully we all came through it and, while
our new house has some damage, we have
been very lucky compared to many. We
have now settled into Kiwi life, and while the
tremors have made things more
challenging, my fledgling business is
starting to come to life and the family is
happy. We are very pleased with our
decision to live in NZ but do miss our family
and friends back home, and are looking
forward to our first trip back to the UK in
June 2012.’

JOHN ROWE (h 93) John’s vineyard,
Westwell Wines Vineyards, had its second
harvest in 2011. This year it was a smaller
crop, as has been the case across northern
Europe, but of excellent ripeness and quality
aided by the warm weather. Still wines will
be released later in the year and traditional
bottle-fermented sparkling from 2013. In
addition, John has been promoted within
Procter & Gamble.

TOM WILLIAMS (m 93)
‘Chalet Girl’, a feature film
written by Tom and which
was mentioned in the last
OS Record, was duly
released internationally in
2011 and got excellent

reviews. He recommends it as a perfect gift
for all OS (and their sisters / daughters /
nieces)!

STEPHEN BERNARD (b 94) Stephen has
completed a DPhil in English Literature at
Oxford and is now a don at Brasenose
College, Oxford.
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PETER BURDON (b 94) Peter was awarded a
PhD in immunopharmacology from Imperial
College in 2002 and then joined Cancer
Research Technology. He married Lindsey in
2005 and set off on a fourteen month
honeymoon, travelling through Russia, Asia
and South America. Upon their return he
published a travelogue, Come Away With Me,
with proceeds from sales supporting several
charities. They now live in Switzerland and
have two sons. He works for a biotech
company but still finds time to get out and
play his saxophone!

TIM AMBROSE (h 95) In September 2010 Tim
was appointed Pastor of Grace Community
Church in Tipton, West Midlands. He has
been married to Jane for ten years and has
two children, Simeon and Evie Grace.

DAVID FILTNESS (f 96) ‘I
am serving as a
Lieutenant Commander
Royal Navy in the
submarine service. In
October 2010 I
passed the Submarine
Command Course (the
world famous ‘Perisher’) and am now
Executive Officer and Second in Command of
the Vanguard Class Trident Missile submarine
HMS Victorious. The course was filmed for a
four part TV documentary ‘How to Command
a Nuclear Submarine’ which was shown on
Sky and Channel 5 in the summer.

OLIVER KAY (f 99) Oliver
served as a first lieutenant
in the British army during
Operation Iraqi Freedom.
In 2009, he moved to the
United States to get
married and is currently a
third-year Arabic student

at UCLA, doing some of his study in Jordan.
He ran the Los Angeles Marathon for the
second time in March to raise money for the
United States Veterans Initiative, which helps
injured veterans return to civilian life.

PETER MULLINEUX (m 99) Peter Mullineux
(grandson of Oliver Holt (a 28), nephew of
BGC Holt (a 62), great nephew of GAE Holt (a
25) and DA Apperly (a 29), and 2nd cousin of
DR Apperly (m 73)) married Stella Shorland
Ball (daughter of Dan Shorland Ball (b 63)) on
18th December 2010 at St Peter & St Paul’s
Muchelney (where Peter had been christened
by the Rev TCP Brook, former Sherborne
chaplain). After a heavy overnight fall of
snow, a glorious sparkling day dawned.
However, Mark Aitken, former Sherborne

chaplain who was to have officiated, was
unable to get there because of the road
conditions but a local retired Bishop was
fortunately able to step in at the last moment!

BRYN BAYMAN (Staff
1991-95) Bryn was
ordained in Christ
Church Cathedral,
Oxford, in July 2011. He
taught Geography at
Sherborne from 1991 to
1995 and was resident
tutor in Abbeylands. He
is currently Assistant
Chaplain at Wellington College, Berkshire
and Curate at St. James’, Finchampstead.

2000s
ALISTAIR BUNKALL (d 00) ‘I’m now a
Correspondent with Sky News, based in
London but covering major news stories
around Europe. I bump into Tom Bradby (b
85) from time to time around Westminster
and I’ve found myself broadcasting in
Downing Street next to him on a couple of
occasions. We OS like to stick together!’

DAVID HOEY (h&d 02) David, who serves
with the Royal Green Jackets, is currently
doing a six month tour of duty in Afghanistan.

CHARLES MULLINEUX (m 02) Charles has
moved jobs and now works at Casson Conder
Partnership Architects in South Kensington,
having recently passed his final exams,
thereby making him a fully qualified architect.
He was presented with his certificate at The
Royal Festival Hall in November.

HECTOR GIBSON FLEMING (b 06) ‘I’m
running a mining services company called
Fortis Logistque in Congo. We do transport,
construction and procurement for small
exploration-stage mining companies based
here. All a bit different from most of my
friends who are behind a desk in London, but
it’s challenging and always interesting.’

TOM BADHAM-THORNHILL (f 07), and
HUGH HOMAN (g 63) Tom has recently been
working as a volunteer on a climate change
project at the Lawrence Homan Public School
in Lucknow, Northern India, founded by
another OS, Hugh Homan. Hugh first got to
know the area in the 1960s when he went to
India under the auspices of the VSO which
was newly founded at that time; but Peter
Boissier, his housemaster at Lyon House, had
heard of it and recommended it to him. He
spent a year teaching at La Martiniere
College in Lucknow before going to
Worcester College, Oxford to read law. He
founded the school in 1984, naming it after
his late father: it now has over 1,200 pupils.
Tom helped coordinate a project which is
being sponsored by focusing on the rapidly
reducing level of the water table in the
Lucknow area.

CHRIS GOLDSACK (m 10) Chris is currently in
his second year at UCL studying Physics and
has made the 1st VIII for rowing. He rowed at
Basel Head in Switzerland in November and
hopes to go to Henley Royal Regatta next
summer. �CHARLIE HABERSHON (c 04) Charlie

has co-founded The Collective, a not-
for-profit organisation placing and
supporting talented and enthusiastic
volunteers in challenging projects
around Sierra Leone. He is passionate
about the country and is determined to
show people how beautiful and
welcoming it is. He is a Teach First
Ambassador having taught History at
Burlington Danes Academy in White
City and in 2009 he helped set up
NearFar, an ethical fashion label
working with the people of Sierra
Leone.

OSS CHARITABLE TRUST
The OSS Charitable Trust continues to award
bursaries to the sons of Old Shirburnians. Details
and application forms are available from the
OSS Hon Treasurer, Robin Brown at
robjen.brown@btinternet.com

The Trust has been greatly helped over the years by
generous bequests and we remain indebted to our
many supporters who have kindly left a legacy to the
Trust thus enabling sons of OS to follow in their
fathers’ footsteps. The OSS Committee advises that,
if you would like to leave a legacy to this worthwhile
cause, the following wording is suggested:

‘I give free of all tax and duty to the Old Shirburnian
Society Charitable Trust 1975 (Charity No. 271592)
the sum of £… (…..... pounds) and declare that a
receipt from the Treasurer or other proper officer of
the said charitable body for such gift shall be a
sufficient discharge to my Trustees who shall not be
bound to see the application thereof.



We set off from Cairo towards the Red Sea and Luxor, and took the ferry into Sudan -
just two days after it was split into two countries after decades of civil war. We soon
became ill in the 50 degree heat, having to drink 10 litres of water a day but

sometimes having to drink less than half that amount as a result of not being able to get clean
water. When we arrived in Kharthoum my companion collapsed through dehydration and my
300kg bike broke down, but we found the Sudanese people very helpful and were soon on our
way again, eager to get out of the desert which we had been traversing for a few thousand
kilometres by then. Ethiopia was next, an amazing country, but unfortunately the local children
enjoyed throwing stones at vehicles which we did not enjoy! Avoiding goats and cows was
sometimes tricky, and the cracking of bull whips as you drive past rather startling. At one point
I had to swerve off the road to dodge a lorry that in turn had swerved to avoid a donkey in its
path. In Southern Ethiopia we had a 4-500 kilometre stretch of dirt roads where there was no
petrol except from one big tank where we managed to get permission from the local
government to get 50 litres just to get us into Kenya.

We had to cross a 400km volcanic desert
where a French traveller had been shot
through the jaw by bandits the previous
month; as there is just one road we were
rather concerned and in a crash my spare
petrol tank split so fuel got a bit low. The
road was appalling and we had to average 10
mph for 3 days to complete most of the
section. I have never appreciated tarmac so
much in my life! We stayed in Nanyuki where
the British army trains and then headed on to
Nairobi, then to Diani (where some friends
were robbed by some machete wielding
locals a few metres from my tent.) One day I
was overtaking a lorry in a national park, an
elephant migration corridor, on the way to
Mombassa and the Kenyan coast, when he
swerved and hit me. I was thrown across the
road and into the bush on the other side but
somehow managed to stay on the bike. Later
two trucks taking up both lanes of the single
carriageway came round a bend overtaking
one another and forced me to swerve off the
road into the bush again.

We went on into Tanzania where my friend
was involved in an accident with another
motorbike and narrowly missed being hit by
a lorry coming the other way. The police
were not much help so we quickly did some
repairs and got back on the road. Next on
the route was Malawi and then Mozambique
where we travelled 1,000 miles down the
length of the coast and stayed with a friend
in Maputo, an area where people from South

Africa like to holiday. Mozambique police
love to catch foreigners speeding and 25
miles from the border with South Africa we
were pulled over and threatened with arrest
if we did not pay a ridiculous fine. We only
had 80p worth of currency and pretended
not to understand. Eventually they gave up
and let us through and we soon entered
South Africa.

In South Africa we visited an amazing 5-star
private cheetah reserve called Samara where
you can find the cheetahs on foot. We also
visited a hotel where I had worked which is
next to the Kruger National Park and then a
white-water rafting camp in another game
reserve in Natal. We then headed through
what used to be the homelands in apartheid
days, a very poor and rather dangerous area,
where my tyre popped. Fortunately, just
after the sun went down, a police car
stopped with us until we’d fixed it and were
able to carry on. We later had a run-in with
some traffic cops because both my
indicators were hanging off from various
accidents, as they had been since leaving
Cairo without any problems, and my number
plate was in my pannier! But we finally made
it to Cape Agulhas, the southernmost tip of
Africa. And when we reached Cape Town,
we put the bikes onto a ship and flew home.
We had travelled 9,800 miles in 94 days. �

HUMPHREY WREY (g 09)

THE HANNAY DYNASTY
V H Spencer Hannay (b 39)

12th April 2011 was Spencer Hannay’s 90th
birthday and to mark the occasion his
daughter, Emma, had arranged to bring him,
along with other members from three
generations of the family, to Sherborne to
revisit the ‘old school’ on Sunday 10th April.

They were met in The Courts by Adrian
Ballard and given an extended tour of the
School, terminating at Abbey House, where
they were greeted by the current
Housemaster, Michael McGinty. Michael
showed them round the House and they
were then entertained to a fine Sunday lunch
in the Oak Room. �

Spencer Hannay (b 39)
Richard Hannay (b 68)

Nigel Hannay (b 75)

HUMPHREY WREY’S MOTORBIKE RIDE
FROM CAIRO TO CAPE TOWN

1998 DATA PROTECTION ACT - PLEASE REFER TO WWW.OLDSHIRBURNIAN.ORG.UK
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PETER CRAFT (b 53)
TOASTMASTER
Peter, a Fellow and President of The
National Association of Toastmasters,
has gained an excellent reputation not
only for his very warm personality and
wide experience but for his true
professionalism. No matter what the
occasion, his main objective is to ensure it runs
smoothly, keeps to the planned times and making
all required announcements. Strong liaison with all
key personnel and keeping everyone informed are
all part of Peter’s natural ability to help make any
event a memorable occasion.

CAROLINE HARDEN
Family History Research

A wonderful present –
Caroline Harden has
both the experience
and the software to
compile your family
tree. If you would like
further details, please
do not hesitate to
contact her on:

T. 01300 345275
E. caroline.harden@btopenworld.com

CAMPSITE

Charles Leach (h 79)

I have opened a campsite on our farm situated
beside the Chilterns.

Discounts to Shirburnians on recital of School
Song!

W. www.townfarmcamping.co.uk

VISUAL ART TRADER

Are offering one year’s free membership for artists (normally £100 pa), always free for art collectors and
enthusiasts. VAT has pioneered the term ‘Democratic Art Communities’. If anyone wants to know more
about VAT in general or specifically about Democratic Art Communities they can contact Chris Grant-
Peterkin (h 1995) via the website and he will send them a copy of their manifesto.

W. www.visualarttrader.co.uk

New editions to artist Richard Bramble
(h 86) range of ceramics, textiles,
tablemats and boards include Crayfish,
Pe r m i t

and Bonefish, as well as new cheese plate designs. These can be seen at
his Borough Market stall in London, his Sherborne working studios or his
website. 15% reduction for all OS and family, just quote code: OS10 when
ordering. All ceramics can be personalised by the artist making unique gifts.

E. info@richardbramble.co.uk W. www.richardbramble.co.uk

T. 01963 370604 E. petercraft@btinternet.com
W. www.petercraft.co.uk

These items may be purchased from:

THE OLD SHIRBURNIAN OFFICE
SHERBORNE SCHOOL, SHERBORNE, DORSET DT9 3AP

Tel: 01935 810557/8 • Fax: 01935 810551 • Email: oss@sherborne.org

Prices exclude P&P
UMBRELLAS £20.00
OS SOCKS (town and country) £10.00
THE SHERBORNE REGISTER £5.00
(Seventh Edition, 1925-2000)

SCARF (country colours) £30.00
BRACES (country colours) £35.00
BOXER SHORTS (country colours S,M,L) £15.00
CUFFLINKS (town and country) £35.00
OSS TIE (town and country) £20.00
PILGRIMS TIE £20.00
BOW TIES (town and country) £17.50

P R I N T S O F T H E S C H O O L
A N D C O U R T S
WILLIAM ANSTICE BROWN (g 42-47, STAFF 53-67)
‘Port of Sherborne’ – Print: £10.00

FRANCIS PHILIP BARRAUD (1824-1901)
Print (watercolour) of the Courts: £10.00

JOHN WESTERN
Print (pen and ink) of the Courts (signed): £10.00

WILLIAM COOPER, RWA (HON OS, STAFF 52-83)
Print (collage) of the Courts (signed): £80/£120.00 (S/M)

JOCELYN GALSWORTHY
‘The Upper 2007 - Sherborne v Winchester’
(Signed limited edition print): £125.00

AGM AND ACCOUNTS
The minutes of the OSS Annual General Meeting held on
21st May 2011 and the audited accounts are available via the
OSS website. If you do not have access to the website and
require a copy of either the AGM minutes or the audited
accounts for the OS General Fund or the OS Charitable
Trust for the year ending 31st July 2010 approved at that
meeting, please contact the OSS Office who will happily
forward you a copy.

NOTICE FOR OS MASONIC LODGE
The Old Shirburnian Lodge welcomes all OS. The
Lodge meets twice a year in London and once a year in
Sherborne, where we dine with wives and girlfriends. We
provide an opportunity for OS to enjoy freemasonry, keep
in touch with Old Shirburnians and maintain the
Lodge's long term commitment to support the SS John
Almshouse in Sherborne. Old Shirburnians who are
interested in joining, including those aged 18 to 21 who may
join at greatly reduced fees, please contact Robin Price (a 83)
via rtbprice@gmail.com or 01935 389 855.

O S M E R C H A N D I S E



OSS COMMITTEE 2011 – 2012
PRESIDENT

Stanley Johnson

TRUSTEES
John Hargrove, Richard Green, Michael French

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

FINANCE AND BURSARY SUB-COMMITTEE
Angus Cater (Chairman), Robin Brown (Hon. Treasurer)

John Hargrove (Trustees’ Representative), Chris Davis (Headmaster)
Lucy Robins (Bursar), Bill Burn (Staff Representative), John Harden (Secretary)

PRESIDENT
Stanley Johnson

CHAIRMAN
Stephen Rees-Williams

SECRETARY
John Harden

HON. TREASURER
Robin Brown

HEADMASTER
Chris Davis

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Bill Burn

PILGRIMS
REPRESENTATIVE

Stephen Rees-Williams

OSGS REPRESENTATIVE
Patrick Macintosh

OSSS REPRESENTATIVE
Angus Cater

SHERBORNE
IN THE COMMUNITY

REPRESENTATIVE
James Nurton

CHAIRMAN OF
FINANCE & BURSARY

SUB-COMMITTEE
Angus Cater

CATEGORY A
REPRESENTATIVE
Edward Bridges

CATEGORY B
REPRESENTATIVE
Jimmy McKillop

CATEGORY C
REPRESENTATIVE
George Densham

E M A I L A D D R E S S E S
We currently hold around 2,000 OS email addresses on the database as opposed to the 6,500 postal
addresses. We would greatly appreciate it if any of you with an email address that we may not have, or if
the address we have is possibly incorrect, would contact us on oss@sherborne.org so that we can add it to
your record. We would be enormously grateful as we find that, regardless of where you are geographically,
email enables us to keep in touch cheaply and efficiently.

M I S S I N G L I S T
The list of missing OS is published on the website. Hard copy is available from the OSS office on request.
If you know the whereabouts of any of these OS, please let us have their current contact information.

h t t p : / / w w w . l i n k e d i n . c o m
Since the closure of the OSS online database ‘Scholastica’ some years ago, we have been keeping a careful
watch for a better means of OS remaining in touch with each other online. We have resisted some glossy
and expensive products that could have been added to our existing database and believe that ‘linked in’
which is a free of charge social and business networking site is the best medium available at present.

Once you have registered, please join the Sherborne School Group via the ‘Groups’ linked on the top
menu bar. It is our intention that there will be many smaller specialised groups, both vocational and
regional, deriving from this. I am sure that membership of these groups will prove beneficial on both a
social and business basis.
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